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Mr. MILLSON. The gentleman [Mr. Sm- 
yons] must excuse me if I do not yield the very 
few minutes I have left to allow him to make a 
speech. If he has a question to put to me, I will 
hear it. 

Mr. SIMMONS, (reading from a paper:) 


«The House of Commons cannot assemble without their 
Speaker.”"—4 Comnyn’s Digest,497. 4 Inst. 8 Lord Coke. 

« After the Speaker is chosen and the oaths are taken, 
from thence the session begins.””—Idem. 

“Without their election, no Speaker can be appointed 
for them, because he is their mouth, and trusted by them, 
and so necessary, as the House of Commons cannot sit 
without him.”’—Idem. 


Now, sir, will you show how erroneous these 


are, and how, without a Speaker, we can act of- | 


icially ? 

’ Mr MILLSON. The gentleman’s argument 
will go very far to prove that the House cannot 
elect a Speaker until it has a Speaker. 

Mr.SIMMONS. No, sir; we are only sitting 
here as electors. 

Mr. MILLSON,. The simple inquiry [ have 
to make is this: whether the House is or is not 
competent to listen to communications addressed 
to them—whether they have the right to receive 
suggestions that are made to them? 
you have no right to hear suggestions from the 
President of the United States before a Speaker 


js chosen, you have no right to hear me until a | 


Speaker has been elected. 

The gentleman will perceive that the whole 
oint of argument I am endeavoring to present 
is, that the President has the same right to offer 
suggestions to the House before the election of 
Speaker as any member of the House. If I have 
the right to make suggestions to the House in its 
present condition, the President has the same 
right, because we both stand upon the same foot- 
ing in this particular, and to deny the right of the 
President is to condemn yourselves to silence. 

Now, Mr. Clerk, I have presented the resolu- 
tion in the ferm in which I have offered it, for 
the purpose of having the question taken simply 
upon the reading of the message, unembarrassed 
by any other question. I want the House to 
decide whether or not they are willing to have 
the message read. I hope the question will not 
be embarrassed by any proposition to amend. 
The House may, if they think proper, lay my 
resolutibn upon the table, and then it will be 
understood that they refuse to have the message 
read. I hope the resolution will be adopted, and 
that the House will relieve itself from the dis- 
courtesy of having deliberately ordered a message 
from the President to lie on its table, without 
even being considered orread. I move,therefore, 
that the message of the President of the United 
Siates, communicated to this House on the 31st 
day of December last, be now read, and upon 
that motion I demand the previous question. 

Mr. STANTON. I think myself that it is 
best to dispose of this question upon a question 


of order, because, if the House decides that it is | 


not in a condition where it is in order to receive, 
or take any action touching the message, that is 
anend of the matter. ‘There will be no further 


agitation of the subject. My point is this: that | 


until the House is orgamized, and messages have 
been interchanged between the two branches of 
Congress, and a committee appointed by both to 
inform the President of the fact, there is no such 
organization as will authorize the President to 
communicate with Congress. It will be remem- 
bered that the provision of the Constitution rela- 
ung to this subject is not that the President 
shall communicate to the House, or that he shall 
communicate to the Senate, but that he shall 
communicate to Congress. It authorizes the 
‘Ttesident to communicate from time to time to 
Congress, but not to one House or the other sep- 
frately, Sir, there is no Congress organized 
Within the meaning of the Gonstitution. It is 
hot capable of legislating. It is not capable of 
®Xercising the duties or powers of a Congress 
until the two Houses have elected their presiding 
oflicers, ex: their me s, and informed 
the President of their organization. I hold that 
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| ment as disreputable a public document as ever || 


| [Mr. Miruson.] 
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it is a great outrage upon the proprieties and 
decencies which regulate the intercourse between 
the legislative and executive branches of the 
Government, for the President to intrude himself 


upon us in our unorganized condition, ané thrust |} 


his message in our faces before knowing from us 
that we are ready to receive it. 

The gentleman from Virginia who has just 
taken his seat [Mr. Mu.tson] has taken occasion 
to speak of the contents of that message. Now, 
sir, I would say—if it were competent for me 
to speak of its contents—that it is in my judg- 





emanated from a President of the United States. 
It is a public official document that falsifies the 
history of the country in every essential partic- 
ular from the organization of the Government 
down to the present day. But lam not disposed 
to go into a general discussion in reference to the 
The time willcome, if 
we ever organize—and, by-the-by, | very much 
doubt whether the other side of the House want | 
to organize—when we can discuss that subject | 
fully. But, Mr. Clerk, what I desire is, that the 
House shall come to a direct vote upon the ques- | 
tion of order, as to whether the House is organ- | 
ized, and in such a conditionas to make it proper, 
or to confer upon it the power, to receive or take || 
any action whatever touching the message of the | 
President of the United States. 

But, sir, if the question of order is debatable, 
and discussion is likely to rise upon it, rather than 
that the House should be delayed upon it, before 
I take my seat I will move the previous question. 
I trust the Clerk will submit the question to the 
House at once. I move the previous question. 

Mr. WAKEMAN. Before the question is put | 
to the House, I ask that the Clerk shall state the || 
question distinctly. 

The CLERK. The Clerk will state the ques- 
tion. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Sranrow] | 
submits the question of order, that the House is 
not in a condition to entertain such a resolution 
as that presented by the gentleman from Virginia, 
‘The question is upon the point 
of order, — which the previous question has 
been moved. 


Mr. WAKEMAN. Iask that the roposition 
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of the gentleman from Virginia may be divided, || 
so that we may first have a vote upon taking the || 


message from the table. The resolution of the 


that the message shall be taken from the table | 


and read. Now, it may be that a majority will || 
| refuse to take it from the table at all, in which | 


case there will be no necessity of the other branch 
of the resolution being put to the House. 


Mr. STANTON, My question of order cov- || 
It is, that the House is |! 


ers both propositions. 
not in a condition to take any action touching the | 





message, and, therefore, a motion to take up or || 


read cannot be entertained. 


want the House to decide. 
** Order!’ 
The CLERK. The previous question having 


That is the point I | 
[Cries of ** Order !’? | 


been called, no debate is in order. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. 
of order. 
gentleman from Ohio was not, asI understood it, 
stated by the Clerk in the language in which the 


I rise to a question 


gentleman himself stated it. Lask, therefore, that || 


the gentleman from Ohio will reduce his question 
of order to writing, or hdVe it done, so that we 


may understand precisely upon what we are || 
I} 
j 


voting. 


Mr. STANTON. I ask the Clerk to reduce it 
to writing precisely in the language in which he 
stated it to the House. 


Mr. COBB. [hope the gentleman will veduce | 


it to writing himself; for, if 1 understood him || 


correctly, I do not believe there is a member of 
the House who would support the point he made. 
Mr. STANTON. Very well, I will reduce it | 
to writing. 
Mr. S. then proceeded to write out his question 
of order. 


The CLERK. The following is the written 





The question of order raised by the || 
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, PUBLISHED BY JOHN C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


| 
| Statement by the gentleman from Ohio, of the 
pointof order which he submits to the decision 
| of the House: 


“Mr. Sranton objected to the resolution of the gentle- 
man trom Virginia, [Mr. MitLson,) that it is not in order, 
| because the House is not organized by the election ef a 
| Speaker, and therefore has no power to receive, or take 

any cognizance of a message from the President.” 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I submit to the Clerk 
and the House, that a point of order cannot go 
beyond the question before the House. The 
question before the House, on the motion of the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Miitison,] is to 
take up the message and read it. The gentleman 
cannot include in his point of order any other 
matter than that included in the pending question. 

le makes a point of order on the question of 
reception that is not included in the resolution of 
the gentleman from Virginia, and therefore can- 
not be brought up by a point of order. Nobody 
in this House, I apprehend, will deny that a point 
of order must be restricted to the question before 
the House. The only question now before us 
is that of taking up and reading the message. I 


| insist on the point of order being confined to the 


pending question. 

Mr. DUNN. Will the gentleman allow me to 
make a suggestion? 

Mr. COBB. Certainly. 

Mr. DUNN. The gentleman’s position would 
be true if there was a proper case for it; but the 
| gentleman will remark that the motion submitted 
| by the gentleman from Virginia, to which excep- 

tion is taken in the point of order raised by the 
gentleman from Ohio, assumes the fact that the 
message has been received. ‘Then, as it assumes 
that fag, which is a controverted one, I hold that 
it is competent to embrace in the point of order 
everything which necessarily grows out of the 
yroposition. - 

Mr. COBB. In other words, the point made 
by the gentleman from Indiana is, that the gen- 
tleman from Virginia has presented his motion in 
such a way as will not enable the gentleman from 
Ohio to make his point of order, and that there- 


fore he ouglit to be permitted to make itanyhow. 
| 


' [Laughter.] 

Mr. DUNN. The gentleman is mistaken. I 
say that the gentleman from Virginia cannot take 
that statement. We have the right, in presenting 


|| a point of order, to embrace in it not only the 
gentleman from Virginia, if 1 understood it, was || 


proposition which the gentleman makes, but 
those things which are necessarily assumed by 
the presentation. 

Mr. COBB. Mr. Clerk, the gentleman cannot 
relieve himself from the position, that the only 
pending question is to take up and read the 
message. The point of order may be made that 
it cannot be done; and gentlemen may vote for 
that point of order for any reason which they 
may think proper. But the point of order must 
be restricted to the pending question. 

The CLERK. The House will be good enough 
to remember that the previous question is pending, 
and that debate is not in order until it is with- 
drawn. 

Mr.STANTON. Oneword. I do not appre- 
ciate the objection of the gentleman from Georgia 
‘atall. The point of order is, that in the present 
| condition of the House it is not competent for the 
House either to receive, or to read, or to take 
from the table. We are not preeluded from 
making a question of order on the reading, or any 
assumption that the message may or may not 
have been received. The point of order goes to 
the competency of the House, in its present con- 
| dition, to transact such business as is contem- 


|| plated by the motion of the goreeaneey from Vir- 
t 


ginia. And why it is that the point of order, as 
it is made, does not cover the question and bring 
it fairly before the House, passes, | confess, my 
| comprehension. 

| Mr.MILLSON. I wish to make a suggestion. 
| As the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Coss] has 
| stated, the point of order must be confined to the 
| matter of the resolution; and the fact that I have 
| assumed that the message was received when, in 
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the opinion of other gentlemen, it was not received, 
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| Mr. WINSLOW. I rise to a point of order, || objection, the Clerk must refer that also to the 


constitutes no just ground of exception by point || and that is, that this debate is all out of order. 


of order. If, instead of referring to the message 


| 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 


I hope the gentleman will 


as one delivered on the 31st of January last, I || accept my modification, for the purpose here is 


had alluded to it as a message delivered on the 
20th of January, that, no doubt, would be a good 
reason to vote against the resolution as a mistake 
in point of fact, but would it justify the gentle- 


j 


man in correcting an error of fact bY raising @ | 


point of order as to the correctness of the state- 


ment that the message was delivered on the 20th 


instead of the 31st of January? 

Mr. STANTON. It is unfortunate that gen- 
tlemen cannot confer on me the capacity to com- 
prehend their point; for I confess that I have not 
that capacity. The point of order, in the terms 
in which it Is made, makes the question that it is 
not competent for the House to read the message. 
The gentleman's motion is to read. Well, I do 
not apprehend any difficulty about the question, 
as to whether the message has or has not been 
received. It covers the whole ground—the ca- 
pacity to receive, the capacity to take from the 
table, the capacity to read, or to do any act touch- 
ing the message of the President. It does seem 
to me that that ground is fairly covered by the 
pointas I have made it. 1 insist on the call for the 
previous question. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Does the gentleman say 
that he cannot make \ point of order on the prop- 
osition to read the message, that it has not been 
received, and therefore cannot be read? ‘The 
question of the reception of the message is not 
before us; there is only a proposition that the 
message be taken from the table and read. 

Mr. STANTON. I sounderstand; and I make 
the point of order that it is not competent to read 
it or to take any action on it. 

Mr.MILLSON. That is your point of order? 

Mr. STANTON. Certainly. 


| to get us, by some sort of a vote, to acknowledge, || 


tacitly, that this document has been received. 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I distinct] 


has already made that acknowledgment by its 
vote on Monday last. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I desire that the last part 
of the point of order should take this form: 


«That it is not in order, first, because the communica- | 


tion, has not been received; and, secondly, if it has been 


received, the reading thereof would be the transaction of 


business, for which the House, until after the election of a 


Speaker, is not competent.’ 


Mr. STANTON. Allow me to make a sug- 
restion to my colleague. 
more loose the terms you use in sucha point, the 
better it is. [Laughter.] I desire to state the 


point of order in the broadest terms, so that gen- | 
tlemen may vote upon it for a variety of reasons. | 
Now my colleague assigns a reason why it is not | 
I would assign no | 
reason, leaving gentlemen to assign what reasons | 
they please, and take what ground they choose; | 


in order to do this and that. 


and then the very gentlemen who disagree with 


my colleague [Mr. Campse.t] or with myself, as | 


to the reasons why this should not be done, and 


yet think it should not be done for other reasons, | 


can vote with us. 

Mr. COBB. I understand the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Stanton] to adhere to his point of 
order, as he originally stated it. 

The CLERK. The Clerk so understands. 

Mr. COBB. 


| upon the table. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Then why refer to the re- || 


ception of the message? There is no proposition 
that we receive it. It has been already received. 
The proposition is to read it, and eae of 


order must go to the legality of reading the mes- | 


sage, and to no other step in our proceedings. 
Mr. STANTON. I see no reason why I 


Mr. MACE. 
upon the table. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Point and all? 

Mr. MACE. That is what I desire to do. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I demand 
the yeas and nays upon the motion of the gentle- 
man from Indiana, [Mr. Mace.] 

Mr. SEWARD. [rise to a point of order. 1 


| submit to the Chair whether it is in order to 


should not make the point of order larger than | 


the question the gentleman intended. The point 
of order is not only that it is not competent to 


take the message from the table, and read it, but | 


that it is not competent to receive it. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Why do you put that in? 


Mr. WINSLOW. Has not the previous ques- —— so : 
Mt INSL : at | || vails, it carries with it the resolution of the gen- 


tion been moved? If so, this debate is out of 
order. 


The CLERK. The Clerk will read the prop- 


osition to the House, and will state to the gen- | 


tleman from Ohio, that he does not refer to the 
redding of the message in his point of order. 
The point of order was again read. 
Mr. STANTON, I will modify it by striking 
out the word “‘ receive,’’ and insert in lieu thereof 
the word ‘‘ read,’’ so as to make it read as follows: 


“Mr. Stanton objected to the resolution of the gentle- | 


man from Virginia, [Mr Mitison,} that it is not in order, | entertain it. 


| ordinarily, would be decided by the Chair, and 


because the House has not organized by the election of a 
Speaker, and, therefore, has no power to read, or take any 
cognizance of a message from the President.” 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I submit a point of 
order, and desire to have it decided; and that is, 
whether or nota point of ordercan be made upon 
a question not pending before the House ? 

he CLERK. The Clerk thinks the point of 
order raised by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Sranton) is in order, inasmuch as he has 
amended it, so as to have the power of the 
House refer to the reading alone, and not to the 
receiving. 

Mr. STANTON. I will still further modify 
— point of order, and will not assign any reason 
whatever for such modification. Let it read as 
follows: 


“Mr. Stanton objected to the resolution of the gentle- 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Mr.tson,] that itis not now in order 
to receive or take any cognizance of the message of the 
President.” 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I hope my col- 
league will also take the other point: 

** That it is not in order to read this message, for the rea- 
son that it has not been received by the House, and cannot 
be, in its present unorganized state.” 

[ hope my colleague will accept of my sugges- 


tion. 


| 


| 
| 
} 
i} 
| 
j 


|| 
\ 





move, at the same time, to lay upon the table the 
— of order and the resolution offered by | 
1e gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. ea 
er. 


t 
The CLERK. The Clerk thinks itis in or 
The yeas and nays were then ordered. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I[ wish to know 
whether, if this motion to lay upon the table pre- 


tleman from Virginia? 

The CLERK. Such, the Clerk understands, 
will be the case. 

The call of the roll was then commenced, but 
was interrupted by— 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I desire, if it is not 


| too late, to submit to the Clerk a point of order. | 


It is, that the last motion to lay upon the table 
cannot be entertained. A motion to lay upon the 
table a motion to lay upon the table never has 
been entertained; and this House cannot now 
A point of order is taken, which, 


/an appeal taken therefrom to the House; but, 
| there being no presiding officer, the question of 
| order is to be decided by the House. 
|| cision must be first made upoft the point of order, 


The de- 


before a motion can be made to lay the whole 
subject upon the table. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
tleman from Georgia is too late with his point of 


order, since the call of the roll had already com- | 


menced, anda response made, before he made it. 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. It occurs 
to my mind that the [Ast motion to lay upon the 
table can be entertained; and when it is enter- 
tained it carries the point of order with it, upon 
the principle that the major takes the minor with 
it. 

Mr. COBB. Can a motion be made to lay 
upon the table my motion to lay upon the table ? 

The CLERK. Does the gentleman insist upon 
his last point of order? 

Mr. COBB. Ido. 

The CLERK. The Clerk thinks the objection 
of the gentleman from Georgia comes too late, as 
a call of the roll had commenced, and a response 
made to such call, before he raised the objection. 
If the gentleman insists, however, upan the 


GLOBE. | 


disavow | 
}any such purposes, because I think the House 


It seems to me thatthe | 


I move to lay the point of order | 


I move to lay the whole matter | 


The gen- | 
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} House for its decision. 

|| Mr. COBB. Asa response has been made to 
_ the call of the roll, I will not complicate the ques- 
|| tion by adhering to my objection. 

| The roll was then called, and the question was 
|| decided in the affirmative—yeas 118, nays 9] 
|| follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Banks, Barbour 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
|| Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Broom, Buffington, Burlingame’ 

Lewis D. Campbeil, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax’ 
|| Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cullen, Cumback, Damrej’ 

Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, Dé 
Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edwards, Emrie 
| Evans, Flagler, Henry M. Fuller, Galloway, Giddings, 

Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Harrison’ 
Haven, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Hor. 
ton, Howard, Hughston, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowiton 
Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Lindley, Mace, Humphrey Mar. 
shall, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Moore 
Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Norton, Parker, Pearce’ 
Peiton, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Purvianee’ 
Ritchie, Robbins, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sher’ 
man, Simmons, William R. Smith, Spinner, Stanton 
Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Todd, T'rafton, Tyson, 
Valk, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader 
C. Washburne, Elihu B. Washburne, [Israel Washburp 
Watson, Welch, Wheeler, Whitney, Wood, Woodruf 
Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—118. ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, 
Bocock, Bowie, Boyee, Branch, Brooks, Cadwalader, Johny 
P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howel| 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Crawford, Davidson 
Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Elliott, English; 
Etheridge, Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Thomas J, 
D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson 
|| W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Hons. 
|| ton, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, 

Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexander K, 
|| Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, Me- 
|| Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Andrew Oliver, Mordecaj 
|| Oliver, Orr, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Reade, Ready, 

Richardson, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, 
|| Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, 
|| Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Thurston, Trippe, Underwood, 
|| Vail, Walker, Warner, Watkins, Wells, Williams, Wins- 
|| low, and John V. Wright—91. 


|| So the whole subject was laid upon the table 
|| [Cries of ‘* Call the roll!’’ ** Call the roll !’] 
BALLOT FOR SPEAKER. 

_ The House then proceeded to vote the eighty- 
sixth time for Speaker, with the following result: 
Whole number of votes cast, 213; necessary toa 
choice, 107; of which— 

Nathaniel P. Banks received. .....ececececceevessl0 

VV (Rhine Pin: IGRI oa a's 088s 05 SET eho ON ic ves 71 

Haney Me Paner s scs vsse os sin ceetesd sden davcesciceeM 

Alexander C. M. Pennington......scccccseescceses 6 
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GDiletarist POT nc occ a vs oth aad vdves cavee’ seedicvees 
Samuel A. Smmith........ 


So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks—Messts. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark Clawson, Colfax, 
Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Dameeil, Day, Dean, 
De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Emrie, Flagler, 
Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger row, Robert B. 

Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. 

Horton, Howard, Hughston, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowl- 

ton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace atteson, McCarty, 

Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan Morrill. Mott, Murray, 

Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Penning- 

ton, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Rob- 

bins, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, 
| Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurs- 
ton, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, 

Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Wash- 

burne, Israel] Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Wood- 

ruff, and Woodworth. ‘ 

For Mr. Richardson— Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, 
Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Crawford, Davidson, Denver, 
Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Faulkner, Florence, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus [lall, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, 
Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, 
Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, 
Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, 
Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Sa » Seward, Shorter, Samuel 
A. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Vail, Warmer, 

Watkins, Wells, Winslow, and John V. Wright. 





| 
| 
j 
| 


For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Cot, 
Cullen, He Winter Davis, Etheridge, Eustis, Foster, 
J. Morrison Harris, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Alexander K. 
Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Paine, ‘orter, Puryear, 
Sc i Unatwae, Vas Wane, Whe, 

i er, imey, 
Zollicoffer. , _ 


For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Dunn, Edwards, Harrison, 
Haven, Moore, and Scott. 

For Mr. Orr—Mr. Williams. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

for Mr. Boyce—Mr. Evans. 

For Mr. Porter—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Smith—Mr. Richardson. 
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~ Pending the call— 





| the other day. Is not this one of the documents 


Mr. NICHOLS gave notice that he had paired } referred to as accompanying the President's mes- 


off with Mr. Crate. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I pecpase to submit a 
motion which is always in order. If, however, 
after | have made the motion, it be seriously ob- 
jected to, I will of course withdrawit. I might 


| 


yerhaps submita double motion. One might be, | 
that the Clerk proceed to register the names of | 


the members as voting on another ballot as they 
have voted on the last, unless some gentleman 
enters an objection to that: and the other might 
be a motion to adjourn. I willremark, however, 
before submitting a motion to adjourn, that if 


any gentleman indicate a Creme to change || 

; ndraw my motion. | 
My object is to accommodate all the members || 
ssent. If, however, no gentleman feels a dis- | 


his position, I will readily wit 


present. 


| 


position to change his vote to effect a result—and I | 
resume no one does feel such a disposition, else 


1e would avow it—I hope my motion will be 
agreed to. If any gentlemen do feel a disposition 
tochange their votes, or toattempt to effect a result, 
and will indicate that disposition to me, I will 
cheerfully withdraw the motion which I now sub- 


mit, which is, that, it being now half past three || 


o'clock, the Elouse do adjourn. 
Mr. MATTESON. I call for the yeas and 
nays, and for tellers on the yeas and nays. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. GaLLoway, | 


and Futter of Maine, were appointed. 


The House was divided, and the tellers reported | 


—ayes 9; noes not counted. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to; and thereupon, (at twenty-five minutes 


to four o’clock,) the House adjourned till to- | 


morrow at twelve o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, January 3, 1856. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dean. 
The Journal of Monday was read and approved. 


Hon. S. R. Mattory appeared in his seat this 
morning. 


MAIL FAILURES. » 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 


Senate acommunication from the President of the 


United States, in reply to a resolution adopted || 


December 17th, transmitting a memorial of citi- 
zens of New Orleans, complaining of the irregu- 
larity of the mail service between Washington. 


and New Orleans, and also a note of the President | 


tothe memorialists, and a letter of the Postmaster 
General on the subject. On motion by Mr. 
Suipett, the communication was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. SLIDELL subsequently rose and said: | 
At the instance of the Senate, the President sent | 
to us to-day a memorial, numerously signed by | : ; ; 

: || in my judgment, the simple question before us is, 
| can the Senate, by a separate vote, abrogate the | 
I think they cannot; | 
and for that reason I think that the motion of | 


certain citizens of New Orleans, on the subject 
ot the irregularities of the mail service. 


President, together with the letter of the Post- 
master General and the memorial itself, be printed. 
I perceive that the signatures to the memorial are 
too numerous to allow me to ask that it be printed; 
and I therefore confine my motion to the printing 
of the other documents, to which I presume there 
will be no objection. 
The motion was agreed to. 


REPORT ON FINANCES—PUBLIC PRINTING. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore also laid besore 
the Senate the annual report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury on the state of the finances. 

Mr. WELLER. I move to dispense with the 
reading of the report, and that it be laid on the 
table and printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MASON. I wish to suggest, as I observe 
that a special order was made the other day, in 
regard to the printing of the President’s message, 
that perhaps it weal be as well that this order 
to poms should conform to that special order. 

Mr. CASS. And let the document be referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. YULEE. I propose the printing of the 
usual extra number, which I believe has been 
ten thousand. 

Mr. ADAMS. I wish to ascertain whether or 
hot this document is embraced in the order made 


I neg- | 
lected at the time to ask that the message of the | 





a ERNST eoeuienenannsied eartnediinsasiaiaiataiamre iemammtmei: 


> 

| er. YULEE. This is not embraced in the 
previous order. I move that ten thousand extra 
copies be printed for the use of the Senate, and 
five hundred additional for the use of the Depart- 
ment. [understand that number will be sufficient 
to meet their necessities. 


| Mr. HAMLIN. When the motion was made | 


| the other day to print the President’s message, 
| I did not deem it expedient to interpose any ob- 
jection; but I think there are questions involved 
which the Senate should examine before they 
order the printing of this or any other document. 
If I am right in my recollection of the law, it 
provides, in terms, that the printing of Congress 
shall be done by persons who are elected for that 
purpose; and it points out the method in which 
that printing shall reach the public printer. My 
recollection ts, that the law provides that the print- 
ing of Congress shall be done by public printers 
elected either concurrently or separately, and that 
all printing ordered by either Sleeee of Congress 
shall be sent to the printer through the Superin- 
| tendent of Public Printing; and the law specifies 
certain acts which he is to do at that time. Now, 
if lam right in my recollection of the law, this 

/ is a vote of the Senate to abrogate that law, to 
step over directly its clear and plain requirements. 
The law provides, besides, that every question 
in relation to printing extra numbers shall be 
referred to the Cotmaiies on Printing, who are to 
investigate the subject, and then, through the 
| Superintendent of Public Printing, the work is 
to be committed to the public printer. With this 
view of the subject I do not see how, without 


violating the law, we can undertake, by a simple | 


| vote of the Senate, to engage any individual to 
| print this or any other document. 

There is another point which I would present 
to the consideration of the Senate. No paper 


for the purpose of printing can be obtained ex- | 


cept in acertain method. That paper must be 
obtained by the printer on requisition of the Su- 
| perintendent of Public Printing. 
no Superintendent of Public Printing, and there- 
fore have no appropriate mode in which to get 
the necessary paper. We cannot obtain it, for 
there is no method of getting it but that pointed 
out by law. I have obtained the law to which I 
| referred, and I find that it provides as follows: 

** There shall be elected a public printer for each House 
of Congress, to do the public printing for the Congress for 
which he or they may be chosen, and such printing for the 
Executive Departments and bureaus of the Government of 
the United States as may be delivered to him or them to 


We have now | 


be printed, by the Superintendent of Public Printing. The | 


time for such printing as may be ordered by Congress.” 
As I understand that provision, we have, by 


| manner in which the printing shall be done; and, 


provisions of that law? 


the Senator from Florida had better be laid on 
the table. [ submit that proposition, unless some 
| Senator shall desire to address the Senate, in 
which case I withdraw it. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, an order has 


ing of which, in my judgment, would not bear 
delay—the President’s message, with the reports 
accompanying it. It is exceedingly important 
that the information contained in those reports 
should be in the possession of the Senate. Now, 
the report of the Secretary of the Treasury is one 
of very great and pervading interest to the coun- 
try, and it is equally important that the Senate 
should be in possession of that. 
| very true that it may be a proceeding of some 
irregularity to make a special order by resolution 
for the printing of a document, when the subject 
is under the regulation of a general law, yet we 





of our position. Itis improper that the public 
business shouid be delayed or disparaged by the 
inability of the Senate, because of the existing 
state of things, to comply strictly with th® pro- 
vision of that general law. 


following rates of compensation shall be paid from time to | 


As the Senator from | 


law, agreed with the House as to the mode and || abrogates the law, but I agree with him most 


already been made to print adocument, the print- | 


Although it is || 


must conform to some extent to the necessities | 


Michigan [Mr. pass} suggests to me, we could | 


| not have a bill prin 


; we should be utterly dis- | 


fault is that ? 
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| the public business, if there be really validity in 


the objection made—and properly made-—by the 
Senator from Maine, of the existence of a gen- 
eral law on the subject. There is no abrogation 
of the law; the law remains in full force; but the 
Senate, as an independent body—and it is inde- 

endent, and pecaliarly independent just now— 
oe the right to obtain information necessary for 
our action. Ifthe objection which is taken be 
valid, the Senate would be disabled from dispateh- 
ing public business, because of its inability to 
comply with the general rule. I should prefer 
to have the vote taken at once on the motion 
which is presented, so that we may go on, as far 
as we can, to discharge our duties. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Itseems to me, Mr. Pres- 
ident, that there is no difficulty in our ordering 
printing to be executed in the manner in which, 
on Monday last, we directed the printing of the 
President’s message. We ordered fifteen thou- 
sand copies to be printed by the,late printer of 
the Senate, at the prices paid to him under the 
existing law atthe last session. But the difficulty 
suggested by the Senator from Maine is, that 
we have no Superintendent of Public Printing. 
Whose fault is that? He says we have no joint 
committee in regard to public printing. Whose 
Certainly, we are not to be left 
without public documents because the House of 
Representatives is not organized, or because we 
have no public printer. If his objection be good 
at all, it applies to the Joint Committee on Public 
Printing; for, in the twelfth section of the law 
authorizing the appointment of a Superintendent 
of Public Printing, I find a provision ‘ that a 
committee, consisting of three members of the 


| Senate and three members of the House of Rep- 


resentatives, shall be supine.” If we adopt 
the view of the honorable Senator from Maine, 
we can have no public printing, except in the way 


| pursued the other day until we have a Joint 


| Committee on Public 


*rinting. That, I take it, 
is not the case. I hope the motion of the Sen- 
ator frem Florida will be agreed to, and that the 
report will be printed upon the same terms which 
were adopted in regard to the President’s mes- 
sage. 


The PRESIDENT. Will the Senator from 


| Virginia state his motion again? 


Mr. MASON. My motion was, that the num- 
ber of copies suggested by the Senator from Flor- 
ida [Mr. Yutee] should be printed in conformity 
with the special order that was entered in refer- 
ence to the President’s message. This resolution 
can be made to correspond with that. 

Mr. STUART. I beg the indulgence of the 
Senate for a moment, while I state briefly my 
views on this subject, and the course which I 
shall take upon it. I cannot agree with the Sen- 
ator from Maine, that the action now proposed 
fully that it is an evasion of the law. 


That 


|| evasion | am willing to carry just so far as the 


| necessities of the Senate demand, and no further. 


The consequence I think will be, that so much 
printing as the Senate orders in this mode for its 
own use must be paid for out of its contingent 


| fund, and cannot be charged to the Treasury, un- 
| fund d t be cl d to the T 


| ize it to be done. 


less Congress, by a subsequent law, shall author- 
The document that is now laid 
before the Senate may be of such importance as 
to make its early printing and distribution very 
necessary. The inclination of my mind, I con- 


fess, is that it is not so, and that a few days’ de- 





| of the Senate, that may be necessary to 


| lay would work no difficulty either here or in the 
|| country; but such seems to be the impression of 


Senators, and thus far [| am willing to yield. So 
I am willing to provide for the current pants 

xe done 
from day to day, but I can go no further; for it is 
so plain an evasion of the existing law of Con- 
gress in respect te the printing, that nothing but 
an imperative negessity to enable us to go on with 
the business of the Senate ought, for one instant, 
to induce us to evade it in this way. 

Thus much I have thought it necessary to say 
in order that my action at this time, and upon 
such future questions of a similar character as 
may arise, may not be misapprehended; for, if 
Congress does not organize—if a public printer 
shall not be elected by the Senate for itself, if a 
Superintendent of Public Printings shall not be 
confirmed, there is nobody to blame for that ex- 


abled from proceeding in any stage to transact || cept one or both branches of Congress. 
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Mr. ADAMS. Mr. President, if I understand 


the law, as read by the Senator from Maine, it | 


contemplates that the Senate should elect a public | 


printer; and if it be a violation of the law to order 


the printing of the communication pro so8ed to be | 


printed, we are each day violating the law by 
not electing a public printer. I understand the 


purpose of the law to be, that when there 18 a | 
| the Senate, and, instead of pressing for a vote on 


public printer you shall not oversiaugh him by 
assigning the tee printing to another, or by 
ordering it to 

the mode pointed out by law. But when it hap- 
pens, as it does at the present time, that we have 
no publie printer, and there are communications 
necessary to be printed, does the omission to 
elect a public printer deprive the Senate of the 
right to have its necessary communications 


printed? I think not. I think that, in the absence | 


of a public cree the Senate have ample power 
over the subject, to order whomsoever they think 
proper to do their public printing, to any extent 
they think proper. L think, however, the Sen- 
ator from Michigan is clearly right in saying that 
it must be paid for out of the contingent fund, or 
a law must be passed subsequently authorizing 
it to be paid for out of the Treasury. 

Mr. ‘I 


‘The law on that point is very clear and unequiv- 
ocal. It requires, in so many words, that a 
proposition of that kind shall be referred to the 
Committee on Printing. I read from the act on 
the aubject: 

** All motions to print extra copies of any bill, report, gr 
other public document, shall be referred to the members of 
the Committee on Printing from the House in which the 
same may be made.”’ 

The Senate cannot make an order for the print- 
ing of extra copies, without a reference to the 
Committee on Printing of the Senate, but in direct 


tion whether the Senate, by its own act, can either 
evade that law or can violate it. 
ean the Senate do an act which will be valid, 
when at the same time it is in direct violation of 
public law? My attention has not been drawn 
to this subject until recently; but I think it is 
incompetent for the Senate to make an order to 
print extra copies without a reference of the mo- 
tion to print such extra copies to the Committee 
on Printing of this body. If we have not ap- 
»ointed a Committee on Printing, what then? 
Ve can appoint one, and it is our duty to appoint 
one; but, as the law now stands, the Senate can- 
not order extra copies to be printed without sub- 
mitting that motion or proposition to a Commit- 
tee on Printing, to be appointed in pursuance of 
this law. 

Inquiry is made ‘* how it was the other day?”’ 
There was a proposition by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Delaware [Mr. Ciayron] to print the 
annual message of the President; but the atten- 
tion of the Senate was not drawn to this pro- 
vision of the law. It did not occur to me then, 
that there was such a provision. ‘The proposed 
order then passed without objection; but when 
the subject now comes up, and the attention of 
the Senate is called to the fact, that an order to 
print extra copies is in direct violation of existing 
jaw, I think the objection ought to prevail. 
will add that I see no difficulty in the matter. The 
Senate can very easily appoint a Committee on 
Printing, and can comply with the law, and then, 
if there be no other dithculty, the motion can be 


¢ done in any other way than in | 


OUCEY. Mr. President, this isa prop- | 
osition to print extra copies, if I understand ita 


That is to say, | 





| 


| 








| 
| 
| 
| 
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ataie 


long we may be delayed if we wait for them. 1 | 
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be the proper mode) to the Committee on Printing, | from Florida, as I understood, was to lay on the 
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a, 


to be acted upon by them when organized. I sup- || table. 


pose that committee ought to be constituted within || 


The PRESIDENT. Did the Senator from 


aday or two. That committee, however, may || Florida move to lay the motion of the Senator 
be unable to uct until there has been an organi- || from Virginia on the table ? 


zation of the House, and there is no telling how | 


feel disposed to be governed by the disposition of || 


my motion now, I will, if the Senate prefer, move | 
that it lie on the table for the present, and in the || 
course of a day or two we can judge whether it | 
be advisable to make the order or not. 

Mr. HALE. If it is in order, I wish to move 
to amend the resolution by striking out all after | 
the word *‘ Resolved,’’ and inserting a proposi- | 
tion for the reconsideration of the vote, ordering | 
extra numbers of the President’s message and 
accompanying documents to be printed, which | 
passed on Monday. If that be in order, I have a | 


| word or two to say upon it. 


larly,as I think—irregularly, because the Senate, 


/notice had been given,) and as the 
omy 'had been simply notified that we were ready to 
violation of this law; and it then becomes a ques- || 


/and as we had refused to receive legislative busi- 


| state of facts, for the President to send us a mcs- 


| ganization, and refrained to send an 


| 


| 
| 


1) 





_leges of the Senate, and can only be excused by 
' an illusion that the President must have got into 
| his head from an unfortunate remark which fell 


The PRESIDENT. Such a motion is in order. | 
Mr. HALE. I will oceupy the attention of 


the Senate for a few moments on my proposition. || 
I make the motion now, because it was not my || 


fortune to be in the Senate Chamber when the 
message of the President was received, irregu- | 


if I understand their proceedings, had only noti- 
fied the President that they were ready to receive 
such communications of an executive nature as 
he might be pleased to make. I[ think that was 
the vote we passed. As the Senate had repeat- 
edly indicated by its action, when gentlemen pro- 

osed to snasehiies subjects pertaining to the 
fegtahation of the country, that they were un- 
willing to entertain them, (even refusing to allow 
the introduction of a bill of which previous 
resident | 


receive from him messages of another character, 
thereby excluding the conclusion that we were 
ready to receive messages relating to legislation, 


ness from our own members, I think it was a | 
breach of the privileges of the Senate, in that 


sage, particularly after he” had acquiesced—I be- 
lieve acquiescence is the popular doctrine of the 
day—for four weeks in that state of the case, 
and had submitted to the propriety of the con- 
struction which the Senate had put upon its or- 
message 
pertaining to legislation here, I think, then, to 
spring upon the Senate with this document, after 
waitipg four weeks, was a breach of the privi- | 


some days since from the Senator from Delaware, 
{Mr. Crarron,]} that the country was waiting 
with great anxiety to see it. [Laughter.] 

Mr. YULEE. I ask the Senator to yield fora | 
moment. 1 think the motion which the Senator 
now makesis in the nature of a motion to recon- 
sider some former action of the Senate; and I 
submit to the Chair that it is not properly in order 
as an amendment to a proposition to ere a spe- 
cific paper, which is not part of the subject-matter 
about which the Senator is talking, 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
motion of the Senator from Virginia. The prop- 
osition offered by the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire is not now in order. After the subject now 





referred to that committee, or we can take the || before the Senate shall have been disposed of, it 
course that has been taken heretofore, and order || will be proper to entertain the motion to recon- 


the subject to be referred to the Committee on 
Printing when the committee shall be appointed. 
Mr. YULEE. I suppose, Mr. President, that 

a delay of a day or two cannot be material. 
1am exceedingly solicitous that all the subjects 
connected with the finances of the country should 
£0 before the ope as fast as practicable during 
the session. The expenditures of the Govern- 
ment are becoming very large, and I wish to bring 
the intelligence of the peonte to bear on that sub- 
ect. Perhaps it is unavoidable, but at all events 

itis not unlikely that during this session there 
will be some efforts on the part of Congress to 
modify the existing revenue laws. Although I 
wm desirous that the printing of this document, 
which is a large one, should be entered on as early 
as possible, I shall have no objection, if Senators 


deem it desirable, thatit should be referred (if that 


sider the vote ordering the printing of the Presi- 
dent’s message. 

Mr. HALE. I understood the Chair, in an- 
swer to a question which I put, to say that it was 
in order. 

The PRESIDENT. It will be in order. 

Mr. HALE. TIunderstood, before lcommenced, 
that it was in order. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair understood the 
Senator to ask whether a motion to reconsider the 
vote referred to would bein order. As two legis- 
lative days have not intervened since the adoption 
of that proposition, the motion to reconsider will 
be in order, but not until the pending question is 


disposed of. 
r. HALE. Very well, sir. I can wait as weil 
as the country did. [Laughter.] 
Mr. ADAMS. e motion of the Senator 








| ner is, that it is an evasion of the law. 





Mr. YULEE. 1 did; but I withdraw it. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, the objection 
to ordering this printing to be done in this map. 
; ; Se eae If it were 
possible to obtain the printing in accordance with 
the terms which the law has provided, it would 
be proper todo so; but it is impossible that it cay 
be obtained in that way. But, sir, though that 
is the case, I see no reason why we cannot elect 
a public printer for this body at avery early day, 
It may be that I am mistaken. There may e 
some serious and real objection to the election of 
a public printer at present. It is optional with 
ourselves to throw obstacles in our way and not 
elect a public printer, and then go on and dispose 
of the printing in this way; and that indirectly 
becomes an evasion af the law. 

I am pepe to printing anything at present, 
except what comes in strict accordance with the 
law. I hope that motions to print additional 
documents will not be insisted upon until the 
Committee on Printing shall be appointed, be- 


| cause the law requires that motions to print extra 
| numbers shall be referred to that committee, | 
| think, however, that we may order this report to 


be printed before the Committee on Printing shal] 
be appointed. It is the annual report of the Sec. 
retary of the bake "4 which he is required by 
law to make. We have a rule of the Senate 
which provides for the appointment of — 

“A Committee on Printing, to consist of three members, 
to whom shall be referred every question on the printing 
of documents, reports, or Other matter, transmitted by 
either of the executive departments, and all memorials, 
petitions, accompanying documents, together with all other 
matter, the printing of which shall be moved, excepting 
bills originating in Congress, and excepting, also, messages 
and other communications from the President of the United 
States, and such reports and communications from the 
heads of Departments, as may be made to Congress, or to 
the Senate, in obedience to law.” 


With the exceptions here provided for, motions 
to print all other matter must be referred to that 
committee. <Ihis report comes within the ex- 
ceptions, and, therefore, it is not a matter which 
must be referred to the committee. The only 
difficulty about the matter is, that there is no 
public printer. That difficulty can be easily 
overcome, unless I am mistaken as to the power 
of this body, by going on and electing a public 
printer. I see no great reason why those who 
are so anxious to see the documents printed may 
not wait for a day or two. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
Florida renew his motion? 

Mr. YULEE. No, sir. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I renew the motion that was 
made to lay the subject on the table. 

Mr. CASS. I wish to say a word on the sub- 
ject. 

‘ The PRESIDENT. The motion is not de- 
batable. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. CASS. I merely desire to observe that 
this is an important and an interesting document 
to the people of this country. It is the account 
of the receipts and expenditures of their money 
for the fiscal year. They want to see it. So far 
as respects myself, I believe it comes from a most 
able, efficient, and faithful officer, and I trust it 
will be printed. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, I wish to 
say a few words to justify my own course In 
moving to print the President’s message. When 
I submitted that motion I did riot conceive that | 
was violating any law of the land; and now, after 
having examined the act to which my attention 
has been called particularly by the honorable 
Senator from Maine, and the honorable Senator 
from Connecticut, I do not see that there is an 
violation, by the resolution which I submitted, 
of any valid provision of law. What are the 
sections of the law to which reference has been 
made? Section eight, of the act approved August 
26, 1852, to provide for the public printing, e0- 
acts: = 

“That there shall be elected a public printer for each 
House of Congress, to do the public printing for the Com 
ereehr enact he or they may be chosen, and such printing 

the ve and bureaus of the Gover 
inent of the as may be delivered to him oF 
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them to be printed by the Superintendent of the Public 
nung. 
Pr Aferwards comes the twelfth section, which 
was properly commented upon by the honorable 
Senator from Pennsylvania, providing for a joint 
committee of three members of the Senate, and 
three members of the House of Representatives, 
to be called the Joint Committee on Printing. 
Those are very salutary provisions, but they 
were not, according to my view, intended to pre- 
vent the Senate from printing the necessary doc- 
uments to enable it to transact the public business. 
We have no public printer, no Superintendent of 
Printing, no Committee on Printing, and I appre- 
hend we may be without some of them for many 
weeks to come; and because we have notall these, 
is it impossible for us to order the printing of any 
naper necessary to enable us to proceed with the 
[icislation of the country or our duties as mem- 


bers of the advisory council of the Executive? || 


[ do not see, in the course which the Senate has 

ursued, any inconsistency whatever, or anything 
repugnant to the law. We must have the power 
to order printing to be done, or we have not, in 
fact, the power to legislate; because we cannot 
understand the papers on which we are to act 
unless we have an opportunity to read them. 
When a public printer shall have been elected, 
and the Committee on Printing shall have been 
appointed, and when all the things which the law 
prescribes shall have been done, we can then 
apply it to the cases embraced by our own rules; 
but, for the present, the law does not apply, and 
cannot be operative in any case. 

Sir, if there was an act directing the Sergeant- 
at-Arms to be elected, or some other officer to be 
appointed by the President of the Senate or the 
Speaker of the House, is it possible that the 
House or Senate could not by some temporary 
arrangement keep order until the officer prescribed 
by law should be appointed? Our own rules 
direct what papers shall be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing, and expressly except the 
President’s message and documents, and the 
reports of heads of departments. Each House 
has the right to make rules to govern their own 
proceedings, and we have made ours, and they, 
and not a law conflicting with them, must govern 
us, Supposing such a law existed. I am not at 
all solicitous as to who shall print the document 
now laid onthe table—the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. But I have this to say about it, 
that itis a paper of so much importance that I 
shall be very glad to have it. hether A B, or 
C D, shall print it is indeed to me a matter of no 
importance whatever. I want it to enable me to 
discharge my duties here as a Senator of the 
United States. I do not think it right that I 
should be deprived of the opportunity to examine 
it, merely because, from circumsiances which 
gentlemen here understand better than I can ex- 
pain, we cannot get a Superintendent of Public 

rinting, or a Committee on Printing, or because 
the other House cannot organize, or because we 
cannot appoint a public printer. 

Mr. S WARD. r. President, the laws 
which have been referred to were made for the 
ordinary course of the organization of Congress 
and for its action. We all know the difficulties 
which have occurred-in the other House per- 
haps in this, which have prevented us taking the 
Steps necessary for a complete organization, so 
as to secure the benefit of the operation of these 
laws; and so we are able to transact no business. 
We are able to do nothing. But I submit that 
that is no reason why we should also shut up 
our eyes and ears, in determine to know noth- 
ing, and that the country shall know nothing, 
about the operations of the Government. This 
is a very important document. It is, as the Sen- 
ator from Michigan has well said, the report 
of the fiscal action of the Government. I hope, 
therefore, that, whether it be regular or irreg- 
ular, the document may be ordered to be printed. 

he manner in which it shall be printed, the per- 
son by whom it shall be printed, or the price at 
which it shall be printed, are matters of no kind 
of consequence, compared with the importance 
of having this report given to the people as soon 
after the first Monday in December as the two 
Houses of Con may be in their places. 

Mr. TOUCEY. Mr. President, the objection 
which I made referred to the pro order to 


print extra numbers. The Senator from Dela- | 


| 








| 
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ware did not refer, in commenting upon the act 
| of August 26, 1852, to that provision which is in 





the twelfth section, where there is an explicit 
enactment, that a motion to print extra numbers 
| of any document shall go to the Committee on 
Printing of the House in which the motion is 
made. Congress has enacted that law, and the 
motion which is here made to print extra num- 
bers I meant to insist should go to the Com- 
mittee on Printing according to law. Beyond 
that I do not interpose any objection; and the 
motion I made to lay on the table was with the 
| view that that committee might be appointed, 
| and might act upon the subject, and that we might 
| go forward according to law. 

I agree that this document is a very important 
;one. I should be very unwilling to throw any 
impediment in the way of its publication apd 
its distribution; but at the same time it seems to 


' me that it is proper that this body, when we have 
the power, eats conform to the law which we 
| have enacted,in connection with the other House, 
for the purpose of guiding the action of both 
branches of Congress in a matter of this kind. 
The publication of extra numbers of documents 
| had become an evil; that is, it had been carried 
| to an extent which made it an evil; and, in order 
to remedy that evil, and to introduce caution in 
the publication of extra numbers of documents, 
it was thought fit to provide by law that every 
motion of that kind should go to the Committee 
| on Printing of that branch of Congress in which 
| the motion was made. Here is a motion to print 
ten thousand extra copies of the Treasury report. 
I am in favor of printing that number of extra 
copies. That is my individual opinion. I am 
| in favor of printing it, and in the earliest legal 
manner, but I am not willing here to set an ex- 
| ample before the country of violating a law which 
we have enacted, and which we alone cannot re- 
peal. I prefer to adhere to existing law. If we 
| violate a law, let it be done inadvertently; but 
when the subject is presented to either House of 
Congress, I hope the example will be set to the 
country of adhering to law—of submission to 
| law; and therefore, notwithstanding any evil that 
| may arise in the present case in delaying the 
| printing of the Treasury report, 1 prefer to sub- 
| mit to that evil, rather than here, deliberately, in 
| the face of the country, to trample upon a law 
| of our own enactment. 
| Mr. CLAYTON. I do not think it is tramp- 
| ling on any law of our own enactment, or the 
} enactment of any other body. When a Com- 
| mittee on Printing shall be appointed, undoubtedly 
| any motion made to print an extra number of 
| documents of a certain class should be referred 
to that committee; but is it possible we are to 
|remain here for months, during which time the 
other House may refuse to organize, deprived of 





|| the power of informing the people of the country 


|} low: 


| what is contained in the President’s message, and 
| what is contained in the public documents that 
/come from the heads of departments? That 


| might be the result of the Senator’s construction. || + , 
| | right, through such Legislature, to regulate all 
| the relations of domestic life—those of parent and 


Mr. TOUCEY. Will the honorable Senator 
| allow me to interrupt him? I would suggest that 
| it is not necessary that the House should act 
| upon that subject. We appoint a Committee on 
| Printing, and any motion for the publication of 


| extra documents by the Senate is referred to the | 


| Senate Committee on Priating, and the com- 
| mittee on the part of the House has no power to 
act upon the subject. 

Mr.CLAYTON. Butthey must meet in joint 
committee, and the decisions of that committee 
must often decide propositions to print. From 

| the necessity of the case, we must apply our- 
selves, if we have no other resource, to the con- 
| tingent fund of the Senate 

he PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
_ Connecticut insist on his motion to lay the sub- 
| ject on the table? 

Mr. TOUCEY. I do, so that the motion to 
print extra numbers may hereafter be referred to 

| the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. BROWN called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered; and, being taken, re- 
sulted—yeas 18, nays 23; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Clay, Collamer, Durkee, Fes- 
ere Fitzpatrick, al Hamlin, Johnson, Jones of 


allory, Sebastian, Slidell, Sumner, Toucey, Trum- 


| bal, Wade, and Wilson—18. 





| 


| it will be recollected, was not elected printer of 
the Senate at that Congress. He was not printer 






| 
| 








Tennessee, Benjamin, Bright Brodhead Brown, Cass 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dodge, ans, Fish, Geyer, Hale, 
Jones of Tennessee, Mason, Rusk, Seward, Squart, 
Thompson of Kentucky, Weiler, and Yulee—23, 


So the motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. BROWN. [rise simply to mention a fact 
in connection with this subject which I suppose 
has esca the attention of some Senators. At 
the opening of the last Congress, the President's 
message and accompanying documents were sent 
in under the law which is still in force. They 
were ordered to be printed, and the work was done 
by the previous printer, General Armstrong, who, 


of the Senate at that time. We had no printer. 
Some days afterwards Mr. Beverly Tucker was 
elected, but the former printer went on, and ex- 
ecuted the job, as the title-page will show; and 
yet there was no question raised then about the 
aw, or, if the question was raised, it was cer- 
tainly decanisingh in accordance with the course 
which things have taken now, that, in the ab- 
sence of any regular printer to the body, the late 
printer does whatever work is ordered. 

The amendment of Mr. Mason was agreed to; 
and the motion of Mr. Yurer, as amended, was 
agreed to. So it was 

Ordered, That the annual report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury on the finances be printed, with the documents 
communicated therewith, and that ten thousand additional 
copies of the same be printed for the use of the Senate, and 
five hundred additional copies thereof be also printed for 


| the use of the Treasury Department, by the printer of the 
| Senate for the last Congress, at rates not exceeding those 
| established by existing laws. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS. 
Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I have seen, with- 
in a day or two, the report in the Globe of a 
protracted and somewhat coreet debate in the 
other wing of the Capitol, in which the opinions 


of my colleague and myself, respecting the prin- 
| ciples and operation of the acts for the govern- 


ment of Kansas and Nebraska had become a 
matter of grave investigation by the Represent- 


| atives of the nation; and witnesses were called 


to the stand to testify concerning the views wo 


| took of this general subject during the political 
/ campaign which followed the passage of those 


| laws. 


As it may be considered necessary for tho 


| public welfare still further to prosecute this im- 


| portant inquiry, I rise for the purpose of saving 


the valuable time of the coérdinate branch of the 


| Legislature by saying, that if any interest con- 


| tinues to be attached to my ae gens in relation 


to this matter, it may be gratified, without a resort 
to this high proceeding, by turning to a copy of 


| the volume I hold in my hand, being the twenty- 
| ninth volume of the Congressional Globe, where 


will be found, beginning at the two hundred and 
seventieth page, my remarks upon the passage 


| of those acts, containing my full views of the va- 


rions questions connected with them. The curious 
inquirer after the truth of history will find I there 
maintained that the people of every organized 
Territory, possessed of a Legislature, have the 


| child, of husband and wife, and of master and 
| servant, and of all similar conditions, and to in- 


troduce or abolish slavery, as fully as the people 
of a State; and that the change from a Territorial 


' to a State government does not enlarge, er dimin- 


ish, or change this power of legislation. I con- 
sider it an essential attribute of the right of man to 
govern himself, without interference elsewhere. 


| That great American principle, human indeed, 


nicknamed, in these days of progress, not always 
forward, ‘‘ squatter sovereignty,”? which neither 


| ridicule nor reproach, neither hard words nor 


opprobrious epithets can drive from the hearts 


| of the American people, enshrined as it there is, 


by all the glories of the past, by all the blessings 
of the present, and by all the hopes of the future, 
] shall take the first opportunity which presents 
itself to the Senate, as it no doubt will ere long, 
to express more fully my sentiments upon this 
interesting subject. Asto my colleague, the Sen- 
ate and the country know that he is fully compe- 
tent to define and defend his own position. 

Mr. STUART. 
riod, and in this informal manner, to consume the 
time of the Senate. But for what has been said 
by my distinguished colleague, I should have 


Tam not disposed, at this pe- - 


| NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bell of New Hampshire, Bell of || been entirely silenty and I now only am disposed , 





44 


: ie pee nrm . 
| int TOS OS BORD TS et ilisin Beste 


on 


FP ep NE ape, 
co Car Cee: soe 


LN GED MARS at eal 


ao en ” aa 
RE ae LS 


iy 


ee 


SAS TREAT OEP RS 


os 


to say that what was stated in the debate alluded 
to, by the gentleman who immediately represents 
the district in which I reside, I have no doubt 
whatever, was honestly said. In one respect, 
however, he fell into a slight error, and at a 
proper time, and upon a proper occasion, I shall 
undertake to show at some length the extent and 
character of that error. I only desire to say 
now, sir, that as J understood those Senators who 
yoted for what is called the Kansas-Nebraska 
act, came to a tacit understanding, so far as they 
and the party to which they belonged were con- 
cerned, to submit the question of slavery, with 
all others of a kindred character, to the people to 
be affected thereby. In all the discussions which 
I had in my own State—and they were somewhat 
numerous and lengthy—I took that ground, and 
no other. I said here, when the bill was under 
consideration, what I did not say there. I did 
not there express a regret at its introduction, nor 
did I say a word in respect to its policy. I lived 
up at home to just that ereed which I expected 
yentlemen residing in other parts of the Union to 
live up to—a fair and full bona fide execution of the 
Kansas-Nebraska act, authorizing the people in 
the Territories and in the States to legislate for 
themselves on the subject of slavery. I insisted 
that it was fair, was reasonable, was judicious, 
so far as Congress was concerned, even if they 
possessed the power, to leave the matter to the 
people. 


THE PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL MESSAGE. 


Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I do not rise for 
the purpose of making a personal explanation, 
because I believe that the country thinks of no 
very great consequence what the opinion of any 
individual Senator may be; but, sir, | have nota 
word to say against the propriety of those gentle- 
men from northern States who voted for the 
Kansas-Nebraska bill, and are still members of 
the Senate, making explanations; for there is not 
one of them that has ever had his election sub- 
mitted to the people of a free State, who has had 
a chance to make an explanation on this floor, or || 
will be likely to getit very soon. Hence,I have 
not a word to say about that. 

I have but a single word to say in relation to 
what has fallen from the honorable Senator from 
Michigan, [Mr. Cass.] Nobody entertains a 
higher respect for that honorable Senator than I | 
do. There is no State in the Union that cher- 
ishes his name with more just pride than the 
State which | have tlie honor in part to represent; 
and there is meee that will defend his fame, | 
when unjustly assailed, with more zeal or with || 
more generosity than the citizens of that State. | 
His fair fame they consider a part of their inher- 
itance. But roo me to tell him, with as much 
kindness as | entertain towards him—and cer- | 
tainly no man feels more—that there have been | 
more tears shed, than congratulations expressed, 
— course he felt it his duty to take upon that 
ill, 


I rise now, sir, to make a motion which the | 


THE CO 


/ under such a delusion any longer. 
_ more chance of his being renominated, than there 
is of one of our pages receiving that honor. He | 
may be told so, and he may be flattered into be- | 
| lieving it, until about the time when the National | 
But I wish to suggest to his | 





Chair notified me was in order a short time since. | 
The PRESIDENT. When the Chair indi- || 
cated to the honorable Senator that the motion | 
was in order, he was not aware that the order of | 
the Senate had been partly executed—that the | 
copy had passed from the hands of the Secretary 
to the hands of the printer. 
Mr. HALE, Whatever has been done by the 
ofiicers of the Senate cannot divest a Senator | 
here of his constitutional right to make a motion | 
to reconsider, a 


The PRESIDENT. 


It is clearly within the 

ower of the Senator to make the motion, two | 
egislative days not having intervened since the | 
order was agreed to. 


Mr. HALE, If the matter has got into such | 
a state that the order which we may make cannot 





ordering extra copies of the President’s message | 
and accompanying documents to be printed, and | 
I will now state the reasons which impel me to | 
make this motion. I had begun to state the rea- | 
sons for my proposition when it was suggested | 
to me by the Chair, that I was not in order at that || 





stage of the matter. The first reason was, that | 
the message, as | indicated, was irregularly sent | 
to the Senate, and sent to the Senate in violation | 


‘of an understanding which the President under- ' 


. * n ; > : ' 
stood by the resolution we had sent to him, and || 
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by the course he had taken for four weeks. He || 


knew, from our action, that we were not in ses- 
sion to receive messages touching our legislative 
capacity; and therefore I think that the message 
was irregularly sent, and, if I had been in my 


| seat, I should have voted not to receive it, for that | 


reason. But it has been received, and a motion | 
has been made to print it. 


that vote, because I believe the document should | 
not receive that compliment at the hands of the 
Senate ; it is not entitled to it; and I will state 
some of my reasons for this opinion. 

I have no right to assign any motive to the 


| British origin? 


January 3, 


whole of this great Monroe doctrine really is, 
Does the country know that it is entirely of 
his doctrine, which the Dem. 


| ocratic party of the present day, so called, are 
| going to elevate and put prominently before the 
| country as a great question, was a position taken 


That motion has || 
| been agreed to, and I now move to reconsider | 


by Mr. Monroe at the suggestion of the British 
Cabinet, and he did not take it until the British 
Cabinet told him they would stand up to him if 
he did take it. I make this statement on the 
authority of the late Mr. Calhoun, formerly q 
Senator on this floor from the State of South 
Carolina, who made this distinct declaration op 


| the floor of the Senate on the 15th day of May, 


President for sending the message here under the || 


cireumstances under which he transmitted it. I 


which appertains to the Yankee nation univer- 
sally, and that is guessing. That we have the 
right to resort to, and I can only guess what the 


| object was. I am not going to undertake to say, 


that the sending of the message at the time when 
it was sent, with the extraordinary doctrines 
which it contains, had any possible relation to 


1848. Gentlemen who are desirous of finding his 
statement in full may find it in the nineteenth 


| volume of the Congressional Globe, being the 
shall not do sd; but, sir, there *is a privilege || 


| Congress. 


Appendix for the first session of the Thirtieth 
He made some remarks on the 15th 
day of May, 1848, in which he gave the origin 


| of the Monroe doctrine. 


He said, that after the Allied Powers had over- 


| thrown Bonaparte, and reinstated the Bourbons 


|) unwilling ally. 


the fact that several southern Democratic State || 


conventions were to sit about the 8th of Janu- 
ary, and that it became important to let it be 
known what were the views entertained by the 


tions sat. If he did have aod such view as that, 
I wish to say to the President, here from my 
place, that he spoke too late, altogether. He is 


desperate fortunes, coming in just as the auction 
has closed, who makes a tremendous high bid, 
but the article has been struck off to another 
man before he gotin. He is just as effectually 


on the throne of France, England was rather an 
The Holy Alliance, so called, 
then took it into their heads, having conquered 


| Bonaparte, and established the doctrines of des- 


‘| potism in the Old World, to turn their eyes to 


this hemisphere, and put down public sentiment 
President on certain points before those conven- || 


| took that view, England hesitated, an 


in South America. When the grec Alliance 
_and intimated 
to Mr. Rush, who was then Minister of this 


| country at Great Britain, that if the United States 
like a desperate politician, or a speculator of || 


would take a position, and defy the Allies if they 


| should undertake any such measures, Great Brit- 


| ain would sustain our Government in it. 
_ read the very words of Mr. Calhoun. 


‘‘out of the ring’”’ as if he had held his tongue. || 


It is unkind of those gentlemen who are the 
peculiar friends of the President to let him labor 
There is no 


Convention sits, 
particular friends, whether it is not unkind, seeing 


| that the President can make nothing by it, to 


let him get down on his knees and humble him- 
self, and insult his native State, by the insinua- 


| tions with which his message is filled, when it 
can do no possible good to anybody on earth. | 


The thing is done; the matter is settled. He has 
been used just as much as you want to use him, 
and he will be thrown aside. 


Now, sir, [ wish to say a few words in regard | 
to the doctrines of the message, In the first place, | 
| the President has a great deal to say about Cen- 
tral America, as if that were the engrossing | 


subject with the people at this time. I tell the 


President that there is a central place in the Uni- | 
ted States—not Central America, Central United | 


States—called Kansas, about which the people of 


this country are thinking vastly more at this time | 
than they are about Central America down in the | 
land of fillibusters;and it seems to me thatthe Pres- | 


ident of the United States would have discharged 
justasappropriately his one constitutional func- 
tions if he had favored us a 

of consuming so much space upon Central Amer- 
ica, outside of the United States. Ido not wish to 
enter the list with the distinguished Senators who 
have spoken on this message—the Senator from 
Delaware, [Mr. Criayron;} the Senator from 
Michigan, [Mr. Cass;] and my friend from New 
York, [Mr. Sewarp;] because, if I were to do so, 
though there would be no foundation for such a 
charge in fact, public rumor would at once say 


t | that I was ambitious to put myself forward as 
be carried out, it is not my fault. My motion is, || 
to reconsider the vote adopting the resolution || 


the lieutenant of a company of gentlemen who 
occupy distinguished positions before the country. 
It is for this reason that [ touch on Central Amer- 
ica with great caution and great diffidence. Cen- 
tral America, sir, is an agitating subject just at 


this time, and it is seized upon by those agitators | 


who do not think it prudent to take hold of a sub- 
ject which will really agitate the people. They 
care nothing about Central America—nota straw; 
the whole thing is a humbug exploded long agg. 

I wish, however, to state for the benefit of the 
Senate and the country, for a moment, what the 


In fact, he is | 
throwh aside already, though he does not know | 
| it. | 


ittle with that, instead | 





....-_ ole eal — = 


| cated this to our Government. 


I will 
He said: 
“Canning was then Prime Minister. He informed Mr, 
Rush of the projects, and gave to him at the same time the 
assurance that, if sustained by the United States, Great 
Britain would resist. Mr. Rush immediately communi- 
It was received here with 
joy, for so great was the power of the Alliance, that even 


| we did not feei ourselves safe from its interpositions. In- 
| deed, it was anticipated almost as a certain result, that, if 
| the interference took place with the Governments of South 


America, the Alliance would ultimately extend its inter- 
ference to ourselves. I remember the reception of the dis- 
patch from Mr. Rush as distinctly as if all the circumstances 
had occurred yesterday.” 

He said, further, that the subject was submit- 
ted to every member of Mr. Monroe’s Cabinet, 
and the result was the famous declaration of Mr. 
Monroe. Afterwards, England withdrew from 


| the Alliance, but the attempt which was feared 
|| was never made. I will give you the conclusion of 
| the matter in Mr. Calhoun’s words: 


“That very movement on the part of England, sustained 
by this declaration, gave a blow to the celebrated Alliance 
from which it never recovered. From that time forward 
it gradually decayed, till it utterly perished. The late rev- 
olutions in Europe have put an end to ail its work, and 
nothing remains of all that it ever did.” 

But, sir, in the extent to which it has been 
undertaken to be pushed, it was never intended 
by Mr. Monroe, and never has been sustained by 
this country, and, I venture to say, never will be 
Sir, I am not afraid of war with Great Britain. 
I have not the slightest fear of any such thing. 
My fears are the other way. My fears are that 
she cannot do anything that will wake up the 
national spirit beyond a little talk and recrimina- 
tion against those who are supposed not to favor 
certain views. Why dol think so? Because I 
know the history of the past. I know when you 
made it one of the issues in this country that we 
should insist on the boundary line of 54° 40! or 
fight: I know that when Mr. James K. Polk took 
the oath of office, on the eastern portico of this Cap- 
itol, he delivered an inaugural address, in which 
he declared that our title to the whole of Oregon 
was ‘clear and indisputable’”’—just as clear as 
our title to the District of Columbia—for that 1s 
only clear and indisputable, (there cannot be 
anything clearer than that;) and I know, after 
that, after it had been made an issue upon which 
Mr. Polk came into the presidential chair, and 
after the Democracy pledged themselves to sustain 
our rights in Oregon or fight, and after it was 
proclaimed, under those circumstances, from the 
eastern portico of this Capitol, as our indisputable 
territory, what was our next chapter? Why, s!", 
we gave it all away to Great Britain—we gave 
her more than she asked. We gave away Val- 
couver’s Island, sustaining the same relative 
positions to the harbors on the Pacific coast and 
the Columbia river that Cuba does to the harbors 
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on the Gulf coast and to the Mississippi. We 

ve that away to Great Britain without asking 
for a consideration, The next chapter in the 
history of the same Administration was, that 
they offered $200,000,000 for Cuba. That is the | 
diference between territory North and South! 
Vancouver’s Island could be given away, but 
Cuba was to be bought even at the cost of 
¢200,000,000! : 

Sir, I have had occasion to allude to these 
transactions before, and I have stated on other | 
occasions, and I repeat now, that there is one 
curious fact in regard to our territorial treaties, 
and it is a very curious one. I do not know but | 
that itis whe* Mr. Weller—I do not mean the 
member of the Senate, but Sam Weller, of Pick- 
wickian memory—would call an ‘‘astonish- | 
ing coincidence.’ At any rate, the fact is, that | 
every treaty that has been made in regard to ter- 
ritory on our northern border has been to cut off 
and give away. We cut off Maine, and sold to 
Great Britain all she wanted, which was a good 
military road from Nova Scotia to Canada, and 
then we gave away an empire to her on the Ore- 
gon question. On the South, however, we have 
always taken. We have constantly been cutting | 
off at one end, and buying at the other, and when 
we could not sell northern territory, we gave it | 
away. 

Then, sir, I think I can say to the President, | 
that the people would have been quite as much 
pleased to hear a little more about Kansas, as so 
much about Central America. The President, 
however, does have a very little to say about | 
Kansas—a very little indeed. He says: 

“In the Territory of Kansas, there have been acts preju- 


dicial to good order, but as yet none have occurred to justify 
the interposition of the Federal Executive.”’ 





| 
1 
| 
i 
i 
i 


I wish that were true; but [ take issue with | 
him. I say the interposition of the Federal Ex- || 
ecutive has been there, and it has been there on 
the side of those very acts of violence. Sir, the 
people of Kansas have had to protect themselves 
against mob law, instigated by the President and 
sustained by his officials there. When he says | 
there has been nothing to ‘‘ justify”’ official in- 
terposition, I admit it is true there was nothing 
to justify it; but the interposition was there, 
whether justified or not. Then he goes on to 
say that the people of Kansas must be protected. | 
Well, sir, they willbe protected; but they have not | 
had protection from the President of the United | 
States. Do you not know, sir, does'not the Sen- 
ate know, and does not the country know, that 
Governor Reeder came home and proclaimed in 
the ears of the President that Kansas was a con- | 
— country? And what did he do? The 
overnor told him that Kansas was conquered. 
What do you suppose General Jackson would 
have done, if one of his Governors had come to 
Washington and said, ‘* General, that Territory || 
which you sent me to govern has been con- | 
quered.*? ‘* Why, in the name of the Eternal,”? | 
he would have said, ‘‘ who has conquered it?’” 
He would have called upon the country for all its | 
military force and all its volunteer force to retake | 
it. But, sir, it was not to General Jackson that || 
the story was told, but to another and different 
sort of man. What was the answer? The Pres- 
ident turned himeut. He said: ‘* Governor, we 
have no further need of your services; we wish 
you all prosperity, but you are not the man to || 
carry out squatter sovereignty in Kansas.”’ Then || 
he took Mr. Wilson Shannon; and Mr. Wilson || 
Shannon went, shouting over the plains as he || 
went that he was for slavery in Kansas. He | 
went too fast; and, I think, between the North 
and the South, Mr. Wilson Shannon will not find 1 
| 
| 
| 





& very wide place to stand upon. I do not think 
he will find a friend here to say, ‘‘God save him!”’ 
when his time comes up. 

So much for Kansas. After this brief allusion 
to itin his message the President undertakes to || 


read a long lecture upon slavery. Itis not the 
first time the President has delivered lectures on 
slavery, and I have a word or two to say on the 
view which he takes of it. The President of the 
United States, in the paper which he sent here a 
few 7 ago, takes the ground that the gentle- 
men who do not e with him in his peculiar 
nhouions are the enemies of the Constitution. He 
80 puts it, for he says: 


“If the friends of the Constitution are to have another || 


| 
| 


i 





*ruggle, its enemies could not present a more acceptable |, 


|| high place into the arena of a vulgar demagogue, 
| and strips himself of everything which should 


| United States. 


| and ask for admission into the 


| lor, in the presidential chair, and it were repressed | 


| the galleries.] If the President succeeded, and if 





| 


issue, than that of a State, whose constitution clearly em- 
braces ‘a republican form of government,’ being excluded | 
from the Union because its domestic institutions may not || 


in all respects comport with the ideas of what is wise and 
expedient entertained in some other State.’? i 


Thus the President undertakes to designate as 
enemies of the Constitution those who ditler from 
him on this subject. I do not know how others 
feel, but I say it is an insult to the majority of 
this nation. The President knows, if ‘he reads 
anything beyond the most servile sheets that his 
creatures send to him, that the public sentiment 
of this country condemns most decidedly his 
action in that Territory. Noman knows it better 
than he, or at least no man ought to know it 
better; and when he goes on to characterize as 
enemies of the Constitution those who differ from 
him, he knows he so characterizes certainly one 
half of the popular branch of Congress, and quite | 
a number of the members of the Senate—no mat- 
ter for them, however; as they do not belong to 
‘*‘healthy organizations,’’ let them take care of 
themselves. I will not speak for them, but I 
speak for myself, and I say the President can do 
me no sort of harm by any such deaunciation as 
this. I am perfectly willing to take it; but, sir, 
standing here as a representative of our native 
State—his and mine together—I will not have him 
hurl such an imputation as that unchallenged or 
unrebuked. He has no right to designate any 
men who are here under the same oath to support 
the Constitution which he has taken, as enemies 
of the Constitution; and when he does it he comes 
down from the high place which God, in his wrath 
for the punishment of our national sins, and for 
the humiliation of our national pride, has permitted 
him to occupy. I say he comes down from that 


clothe with dignity the office of President of the 
I deny the issue; I hurl it back 
in his face; I tell him, when he undertakes to 
designate these men as enemies of the Constitu- || 
tion, he abuses and defames men whose shoe- || 
latchets he is not worthy to untie. 

Sir, these are plain words, but the time demands || 
them. When the President of the United States 
sends such a message as this to me, or to a body 
of which I am a member, I shall be restrained by 
no consideration from speaking what I believe to 
be the truth. The President says, that if the ene- 
mies of the Constitution—we all know whom he 
includes in this phrase—are to have another con- || 
test with its friends, there cannot be a better one. || 
Grant it, sir; letus have it. I tell him that is the 
very place where the fight is to be made. This 
part of his message, stripped of its verbiage, 
means this: If, by the illegal violence of the men 
who have gone over into Kansas, and undertaken 
to establish slavery there, they shall come here 
Jnion with aslave 
constitution, and Kansas shall be rejected, the || 


| President tells us that is the most favorable aspect || 


in which that question can be presented. That | 
will be the issue, and, if it be decided against || 
slavery, we are threatened with civil war. 

Sir, Iam not a man of war; but when I have | 
heard it threatened so often, I have sometimes 
wished that God in his providence would let it 
come. If it had no other eifect, I think it would | 
have one. I think it would learn those men who | 
are constantly talking about the dissolution of 
the Union a lesson which neither they, nor their | 


| children, nor their children’s children, would ever 


: ! 
the war to come on while we have about just such | 


| a President as we have now, and I will tell you 


forget. I am not certain that I should not want | 


why. Ifthe attempt at disunion were made with 
such a man as General Jackson, or General Tay- || 


promptly, as it would be, people would say, “‘ Oh, || 
it was his great military power, his reputation, || 
his perenne did it.”” God knows they || 


could not say it of this President. {Laughter in || 


the Union were sustained, as it would be, it would | 
be by its own inherent energy, and from no fac- | 
titious power which it would acquire from the | 
overshadowing popularity of the President. 

Sir, when the President undertakes to stigma- | 
tize, as he has done, those who differ from him, 
he steps beyond what he has a right to do; he 1 
steps over the mark; he violates the laws which, i 
I think, should govern the intercourse between 
the different members of this Government. 


| with a request that the resolves be laid 








When he denounces as enemies to the Constitu- 
tion those who differ from him, I think it proper 
to meet him in this way; and to take issue with 
him. Does the President think that upon this 
issue he can go before the country? Does he 


| think that he stands in a place where it is safe 


or prudent for him to denounce as inimical to the 
Constitution views which are entertained by a 
vast majority of the people of this country? If 


_ he is safe, it is his obscurity, and nothing else, 


that shields him-—it is the utter hopelessness of 
his position. Sir, I heard a very instructive com- 
ment made upon his message by a southern gen- 
tleman within a very brief time. ‘* Oh,” said 


| he » “itis one of the best messages that ever was 
| written, and Pierce is the best President we have 


ever had since Washington.’’ ‘* Well,’”’ said 
the person to whom he was speaking, ‘ you will 
renominate him, will you not?’? ‘ No,” said 
he, *‘that is another thing; his message is a 
little too strong to get northern votes with; we 
shall not use him any more.” That is exactly 
the position in which the matter stands. 

I do not wish, sir, to go any further into this 
matter. If the views which I have entertained 
are received by the Senate and country, as I sup- 
ose they will be, and no controversy be made, 
| shall have nothing more to say about it; but if, 


_ on the other hand, my views shall be controverted, 


[ may take occasion at some future day to go 
somewhat at length into the various topics which 
the President has suggested. But, sir, when he 
sent such a message as this, and when the onl 

comments that were made on it were commend- 
atory—not commendatory of this part, I know, 
but commendatory of the nonsense with which it 


| is filled about Central America, and no man had 


a word of rebuke ieee even my excellent and 
worthy friend from New York, Mr. Sewarp) to 


| utter at the atrocious sentiments to which I have 
| alluded—I felt compelled by a sense of duty with 


great reluctance to lay before the Senate the views 
which I have entertained. Having done so, I 
withdraw the motion. 


| THE LEGISLATURE OF MAINE ON SLAVERY. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I present resolves of the 
Legislature of the State of Maine, relating to 


| slavery, and I ask that they may be read and 
| ordered to be printed. 


The Cierk read them, as follows: 


Stateof Maine.—Resolves relating to Slavery. 
Resolved, First, That human slavery is, in all its aspects, 


| an unqualified evil and wrong, and as such merits the rep- 


rehension of mankind. 

Second, That, in the early periods of our national history, 
both the opinions of the people, and the policy of the Gov- 
ernment, were adverse to the institution. 

Third, That the Constitution of the United States is, and 
was designed to be, a charter of liberty, and henee that all 
acts of the national Government by which slavery maintains 
a legal existence in territory subject to the exclusive juris- 
diction of Congress, are in direct conflict with the whole 
spirit and with the clear provisions of that instrument. 

Fourth, That the act of the Thirty-Third Congress, repeal- 
ing the law of 1820, known as the Missouri compromise, by 
which slavery was forever prohibited in the territory north 
of the parallel of 36° 30’ was an unjustifiable violation of a 
solemn compact, and a flagrant breach of faith. 

Fifth, That Maine will never consent to the admission 
into the Federal Union of any more States with constitu- 
tions authorizing slavery. 

Sixth, That the act of 1850, called the “ fugitive slave 
law,” is unconstitutional, and odious to the whole North : 
Maine therefore demands its immediate and unconditional 
repeal. 

Seventh, That it is the duty of the General Government, 
without delay, to abolish slavery wherever it has exclusive 
jurisdiction, and to exert its influence whenever and where- 
ever it legitimately may on the side of universal liberty. 
Therefore 

Resolved, That our Senators in Congress oe instructed, 
and our Representatives requested, to use all practicable 
means to secure the passage of the following enactments : 

First, An act repealing all laws of the United States au- 
thorizing slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Second, An act repealing the statute of 1850, known as 
the fugitive slave law. 

Third, An act forever prohibiting slavery or involuntary 
servitude, except for crime, withm the territories of the 
United States. 

Resolved further, That our Senators in Congress be in- 
structed, and our Representatives requested, at all times 
hereafter, most strenuously to oppose in every justifiable 
way, the admission of any new State into the Union, except 
upon the condition, to be embraced in the act of admission, 
that slavery or involuntary servitude, excepting that for 
crime of which the accused shall have been duly proved 
guilty, shall be forever prohibited therein. 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to forward a 
copy of these resolves to each of our Senators and Repre- 
sentatives in Congress, and to the Gov of each State, 
fore the Legisia- 
ture thereof. 
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rie fot ie OF RerResewrativie March 17, 1855.— 
Real and oo ty SIDNEY PERHAM, Speaker 
in March 17, 1855.—Read N+ 
in Brwane, March 1 NKLIN MUZZY, President. 


17, 1855. 
Approved March 17, 189% ANSON P. MORRILL. 





re —Attest : 
eae A. Jackson, Secretary of State. | 
‘The resolutions were laid on the table and or- | 
dered to be printed. 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I present resolves of the | 
Legislature of Maine relating to the veto of the | 
French spoliation bill; and l ask that they may | 
be read and ordered to be printed. 

The Crerx read them, as follows: 


State of Maine.—Resolves relating to the Veto of the French 
Spoliation Bill. 





i 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


| citizens, praying that Commander J.J. Nicholas, || 





| of the Navy, who has been placed on furlough, 


Resolved, That the recent veto, by the President of these | 


Tnited States, of the French spoliation bill, so called, has | 


created a general and well-founded disappointinent and dis- 


satisfaction throughout this State ; and that the reasons given | 


by the President for this arbitrary-act are extraordinary and 
wholly insufficient. 

Resolved, That the obligation of the General Government 
to make indemnity for the French spoliations (in part pro- 


vided for by said bill) has been repeatedly examined and | 


demonstrated in Congress, and ought to be faithfully per- || 


formed. 
Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be instructed, 
and cur Representatives requested, to endeavor, in every 


practicable way, to secure the paymentof the claimsof the | 


citizens of these United States on account of said French 
spoliations. 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested vo forward a 
copy of these resolves to each of our Senators and Repre- 
sentatives in Congress. 

In rue Horse or Representatives, March 15, 1855.— 
Read and passed. 

SIDNEY PERHAM, Speaker. 

In Senate, March 16, 1853.—Read and passed. 

FRANKLIN MUZZY, President. 

Approved March 16, 1855. 

ANSON P. MORRILL. 

A true copy—Attest: 

Avpen Jackson, Secretary of State. 


The resolves were ordered to lie upon the table 
and to be printed. 
PETITIONS. 


Mr. FESSENDEN presented the petition of 
Miles Devine, 


| into the military service of the United States during the 
| last war with Great Britain, be withdrawn from the files of 


'| or that a portion of the proceeds of sales of lots heretofore 


| for the schooner ‘Tempest, which was impressed into the 
| service of the United States in 1814, be withdrawn from | 
| the files of the Senate and referred to the Committee on 


praying to be allowed a pension || 


for injuries received while employed as a laborer || 


| 


on Fort Scammel; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. WELLER presented the petition of of- 
ficers of the Army, praying an increase in the 
commutation price of rations; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. RUSK presented the petition of Charles 
Taylor, of Victoria county, Texas, praying com- 
pensation for services rendered and supplies 
advanced to the United States at Chicago, in the 


State of Illinois, diiring the Black Hawk war in | 


1832; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 


Mr. MASON presented the petition of Samuel | 
V. Niles, praying compensation for services as || 
temporary clerk in the General Land Office; which | 


was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MASON. I also present the memorial 
of the Agricultural Society of Jefferson count 
Virginia, asking for the establishment at Wash 
ington of aa office for collecting and digesting 


meteorological observations taken on land. 1 | 
poe it at the request of the society, for whom | 
have very great respect, without any admission | 


that the subject is properly cognizable by the 
Congress of the United States. [ move the refer- 
ence of the memorial to the Committee on the 
Library, who, I believe, have charge of kindred 
subjects, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented two petitions 
of citizens of Buchanan and Fayette counties, 


lowa, proving for the establishment of a mail | 
rom Independence to West Union, in that | 
State; which were referred to the Committee on | 


route 


the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. FISH presented documents in relation to 
the claim of Enoch 8. More, representing that he 





j 
i 
| 


has been deprived of his rights as a soldier in the | 


United States Army, owing to an erroneous ent 


on the roll of the company in which he served, | 


for his 
relie 
Pensions. . 
Mr. M 
Cyprian J. ins, praying to be allowed to 
locate a quarter section of land in Florida under 


and preying that an act may be 
> 


which was referred to the Committee on | 


Y¥ presented the memorial of | 


| 
} 
} 
} 


lI of 


| 
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the armed occupation act; which was referred to 


Mr. CASS. I 


resent the memorial of sundry |) 


under a decision of the late naval board, may be 
restored to his position on the Navy list. This 
memorial was addressed to the President of the 
United States, but the President having decided 
not to act on the subject, I have been requested 
to present it to the Senate. I know Commander | 
Nicholas, and consider him a most excellent offi- 

cer. I was on board his ship, and had means | 
there of judging of him. I say nothing in respect 
to the proceedings of the naval board at present. 
I ssnely move that the memorial be referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion by Mr. FESSENDEN, it was 


Ordered, That Levi 8. Bartlett have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers. 


On motion by Mr. WADE, it was 


Ordered, That the documents in relation to the claim of | 








quested to communicate to the Senate all information in 





January 3, 


a 
<n. 








| for losses sustained in consequence of the death 


of his brother of disease contracted in the mil. 
itary service during the last war with Great 
Britain, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands; which was agreed to, 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. WELLER gave notice of his intention to 


| ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Jacob 


Dodson. 
DISTURBANCES IN KANSAS. 
Mr. WILSON submitted the following rego. 


| lution for consideration: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re. 


, the possession of the Executive in respect to the disturb. 
| ances in the Territory of Kansas, affecting the freedom of 
elections; and that he be further requested to inform the 
Senate by what authority armed men from the State of 
Missouri were marched into the Territory of Kansas 
against the peace and good order of the said Territory ; anq’ 
also, what steps have been taken by the Executive to pre. 
vent these outrages upon the legal rights of the people of 
| this Territory; and what persons holding office under ex. 
ecutive appointment have participated in these acts, and to 
what extent. 





John Metcalf, praying for remuneration for property lost in 
consequence of the impressment of the schooner Tempest 


the Senate and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion by Mr. WADE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Isaac Cook, Peletiah Shep- 
herd, and Benjamin A. Napier, praying for compensation 


Claims. 


On motion by Mr. RUSK, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of Henry Volcker, praying 
confirmation of his title to a tract of land in New Mexico, 
be withdrawn from the files of the Senate and referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


On motion by Mr. BROWN, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the Board of Trustees of 
Public Schools of Washington city, District of Columbia, 
praying the donation of city lots for educational purposes, 


made may be invested for that purpose, be withdrawn from 
the files of the Senate and referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 


On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of John Cameron and others, 
praying for bounty for schooner Stephen C. Phillips, 
wrecked while engaged in the fisheries; the petition of 
James C. Doane, praying for fishing bounty for schooner 


Ursula, abandoned at sea in consequence of injuries re- | 


MICHAEL DOOLEY. 


| Mr. SEWARD. I ask leave to submit the 

| following resolution, which I hope the Senate 

_ will oblige me by immediately considering and 

| adopting: 

| Resolved, That there be paid out of the contingent fund 
of the Senate, to the widow of Michael! Dooley, the late 

| superintendent of the folding-room, the sum of $150 for 


| funeral expenses, and the salary of the said deceased until 
the close of the present session. 


Mr. EVANS. There isa rule of the Senate, 


|| which I think ought to be observed, that all 


| propositions to make appropriations out of the 
| contingent fund shall be referred to the commit- 
| tee on that subject; I move, therefore, that this 
| resolution be referred to the Committee to Audit 
| and control the Contingent Expenses of the Sen- 
ate, in accordance with that rule. 

Mr. SEWARD. I wish to state on that mo- 
tion, that on the 13th day of January, 1841, as 
| appears by consulting the records of the Senate, 


| late Sergeant-at-Arms, funeral expenses, and sal- 
ary for the residue of the term; that by resolu- 
tion of the Senate passed April 2d, 1846, which 
will be found on page 225 of the Journal for that 


there was paid to the widow of Stephen Haight, 





ceived in a gale ; the petition of Wyer G. Sargent, praying || 


for fishing bounties for the schooners Olive Branch and Two 


Brothers, of which he is owner; and the petition of John | 
| Gray, praying for fishing bounty for the schooner Mary, | 


be withdrawn from the files of the Senate and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


On motion by Mr. YULEE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Thomas T. Russell and 
Antonio J. Noda, the register and receiver of the land office 
at St. Augustine, Florida, praying compensation for making 
locations under the Arredondo grant, be withdrawn from 
the files of the Senate and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


On motion by Mr. TRUMBULL, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Jacob Cooper, son of Apollos 
Cooper, praying that the heirs of said Cooper may be allowed 
seven years half pay, be withdrawn from the files of the 
Senate and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 


On motion by Mr. TRUMBULL, it was 

Ordered, That the memofial of McKinley Ward, guardian 
of Julia F. Peebles and George W. Peebles, of Illinois, for 
bounty land and half-pay pension on account of the services 
and death of Robert Peebles in the late war with Mexico, 
be withdrawn from the files of the Senate and reverred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of the heirs of Colonel Isaac 
Shelby, praying ee for his services during the 
revolutionary war, withdrawn from the files of the 
Senate and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Mrs. Mary Jones, wer 
of Adjutant General Roger Jones, praying a pension, 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 
On motion by Mr WELLER, it was 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns to-day, it be to 
meet on Monday next. 
REPORT OF A COMMITTEE. 
Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on Mili- 
Affairs, to whom was referred the petition 
iiam Anderson, praying for remuneration 


a there was paid to the widow of Stephen 
aight funeral expenses and salary; that there 
'was paid in 1846 to the sisters of Lewis San- 
| ders, a messenger in the Secretary’s office, the 
|, funeral expenses of their brother and pay until 
| the end of the session, and extra allowance; and 
| that by a resolution of the Senate passed in 1846, 
there was paid to the mother of Temes Timms, 
/a messenger and acting postmaster, $150 for 
| funeral expenses. I have drawn up this resolu- 
| tion in accordance with the precedents which 
_have so long been observed by the Senate, and I 
‘was in hopes that there would be no dissenting 
voice. 

Mr. EVANS. I desire only that the resolu- 
tion should take its ordinary course. I-do not 
| suppose any such consequence can result in this 
case as I have seen in other instances; but | 
know that in very many casey the Senate have 
been entrapped, if I may use the expression, into 
granting motions of this sort to pay large sums 
of money out of the contingentfund; and it is 
time, I think, that there should be some arrest of 
that practice, and that the matter should be con- 
sidered by some committee before the money !s 
ore I move to refer the resolution to 
the Committee on Contingent Expenses. 

The motion was agreed to. 


JURISDICTION OF THE COURT OF CLAIMS. 


On motion by Mr. FITZPATRICK, the Sen- 
ate proceeded to the consideration of the follow- 
ing resolution, submitted by him on the 24th of 
December: 

Resolved, That such of the private claims as were ¢m- 
| braced in Senate bill No. 43 of the last Congress, and 
| which the claimants may choose to prosecute before the 
| Court of Claims, be, and the same are hereby, referred 10 
| the said court. : 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. President, this 
question was discussed when | submitted this 
resolution, in consequence of an objection on the 

tof the honorable Senator from Maine, [Mr. 

E®SENDEN,] that the object was provided for by 
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the resolution reported from the Committee on 


Claims. The chairman of the committee, who 
reported that resolution, [Mr. Bropnean,] was 
pot in the Senate Chamber at that time. Perhaps || 
| had better state now that the resolution which | 

| 


i 


he reported, and which the Senate adopted, cov- 
ered three classes of claims. 
the Court of Claims provides: 
«The said court shall hear and determine all claims 
founded upon any law of Congress, or upon any regulation 
of an executive Department, or upon any contract, express | 
or implied, with the Government of the United States, | 
which may be suggested to it by a petition filed therein.” | 
The resolution reported by the committee on || 
Claims covers all these cases, but the act also in- | 
cludes— 
«and also all claims which may be referred to said court || 
by either House of Congress.’ 


The act organizing 





| 
* Perhaps there are some gentlemen now in the 
Senate Chamber, who were not here the other day | 
when this question was discussed, and who do \ 
not understand the position which I took upon || 
it, So far as I am concerned, representing a | 
laree number of the claimants, it is a matter of | 
serfect indifference to me whether the subject || 
shall be referred to the Court of Claims or acted || 
upon by the Senate. I desire, however, to have | 
the question settled. If the claims shall be re- | 
ferred to the court, and the court determine that 
they have no jurisdiction, then, of course, when 
they are brought before the Senate, we shall not || 
meet the argument that we have refused to go be- 
fore the court. As I said, when this question 
was under consideration before, there are a class 
of claimants residing in Georgia, who wish to | 
test the question whether the court will assume | 
jurisdiction over the claims or not. That point || 
‘we desire to have settled, for the obvious reason | 
that we wish to know whether the Court of 
Claims will take jurisdiction, or whether we are 
to have the claims presented and settled here. I || 
offered the resolution on behalf of my friend from | 
Georgia, who is now absent, [Mr. Iverson. ] 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Mr. President, jurisdic- | 
tion over these cases can be conferred on the | 
court by the Senate, if the Senate chooses to con- 
fer such jurisdiction. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. So I understand. 

Ms. BRODHEAD. The Senator from Ala- 
bama says he so understands the case. Very well. | 
I doubt, then, very much whether his resolution 
would confer jurisdiction. The court of itself || 
only has jurisdiction in three classes ef cases; 
and in those cases we have, by a general resolu- 
tion, referred to the court all the papers upon file. || 
Those cases are where a claim arises under any 
act of Congress, or a regulation of an executive | 
Department, or a contract with the Government, || 
whether express or implied. Now, does the hon- | 
orable Senator say,-that in the cases to which his 
resolution refers, the court has jurisdiction, as | 
being within the three classes I have named ? 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Not at.all. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Then the honorable Sen- | 
ator will have to change the phraseology of the | 
resolution, and inform the court that we refer | 
these cases under the last clause of jurisdiction | 
mentioned in the act, and then they will be obliged | 
to take cognizance of them. I ask the honorable | 
Senator from Alabama to read the last clause of | 
that portion of the act conferring jurisdiction. | 

n examination of it will, I think, show him the | 
necessity of changing the phraseology of this 
resolution, in order to confer jurisdiction over 
those claims upon the court. According to my 
construction of the law, we can confer jurisdic- 
tion on the court in any cases that we choose to 
refer to it. If the Senator from Alabama thinks 
these claims should be examined, and believes 
the court has not jurisdiction to examine them | 
under the three first clauses named in the law, | 
he should so frame his resolution as to confer | 
Jurisdiction under the lastclause conferzing juris- | 
diction in the act. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. If the Senator had || 
noted the phraseology of the resolution, he would | 
have perceived that it refers the claims to the court 


in the language of the act itself. Let the resolu- 
tion be rea 


The resolution was again read. | 
Mr. BRODHEAD. If the Senator thinks that || 
will confer jurisdiction, I have no objection. } 


Mr. F ATRICK. The resolution was | 
drawn by the Senator from Georgia, {Mr. Iver- |' 
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| tion without particular! 
| claims which he desire 
| court. 


son,] and I know his design was to refer the sub- || after enumeratigg the cases, it says simply, “* and 








ject tothe Court of Claims, and to refer it in such || also all such claims as may be referred,” &c. 


& manner as to authorize the court to assume | 
jurisdiction over these cases. If the Senator from 
Peithwyivania thinks the phraseology is not suffi- 
ciently broad to confer jurisdiction on the court, 
I shall be willing to amend it to make that pur- 

se clear. If 1 mistake not, however, the reso- 
ution uses the language of the act. The act says, 
** and also all claims which may be referred to 
said court by either House of Congress.” This 
resolution says that these claims ‘be, and the 
same are hereby referred to said court.”’ 

Mr. BRODHEAD. That may be sufficient. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. The resolution is in 
the language of the act. We merely wish to test 
the question, whether, under a reference of this 


| nature, the court will consider and adjudicate the 
| claims. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. The court is bound to 


| consider and adjudicate them, if we refer them 


to it. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. 


is in the words of the act. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Ido not know, Mr. Presi- | 


dent, that Lhave any objection to these papers being 
withdrawn and referred in the mode proposed b 

the honorable Senator from Alabama, but I wich 
to make a suggestion to the Senate in regard to 
this subject, and it will perceive the importance 
of the suggestion, I think, on referring to the lan- 


guage of the act itself. The act establishing the | 


Court of Claims, as I read it, means to confer no 
jurisdiction whatever on that court, except over 
cases in which claims exist against the Govern- 
ment which, if they existed against an individual, 
could be enforced in a court of law or equity. 


|| That seems to me to be the manifest intent and 
| construction of the act. 


If I remember its lan- 
guage, it provides that the court should have 
jurisdiction of the claims arising under a law of 
the United States, or a rerulation of an executive 
department, or a contract express or implied 
with the United States—thus referring to claims 


| founded on contract, and carrying a legal idea 
’ @ > 


with it, that the claim must be one which in its 
nature is such that it could be enforced against a 


|| private individual in a court of law or equity. It 
|| appoints the Court of Claims the tribunal to hear 


and adjudicate such claims. 
Mr. TOOMBS. Let me state to the Senator 
that some of these claims are precisely of that 


| class, and others are not. Thisis the reason why 


I presume my absent colleague drew the resolu- 
designating the specific 
to have referred to the 
In some of the cases, supplies were taken 
by the army from the people of Georgia and 
Alabama. Iknow that tobe the case from having 
examined some of the claims in both States. One 
man has a claim founded on one state of facts, 
and one on a different state of facts. Some are of 
the class which the Senator from Maine is now 
arguing do not come legitimately before the Court 
of Claims. Others are cases where the parties 
have legal rights. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Claims of that character 
may be referred under the general order which we 


| have passed. 


Mr. TOOMBS. 
that. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. They come within the 
language of that resolution which was reported 


I do not think I have seen 


| by the Committee on Claims, and has been passed 


by the Senate. Now, the question which is 
raised is, whether the statute-provides that the 
court shall have jurisdiction only in three classes 
which it specifies. There were certain claims of 


the House of Representatives at the time when 
the act was passed; and the question is, whether 
all that was meant was, that the Court of Claims 
should take cognizance of precisely those three 
classes of cases which the act enumerates, that 
might be brought before it by petition of the 


| claimants, and of such of the same classes as 
| might be referred to it by either House of Con- 
gress. My interpretation is, that those classes | 
of cases might go before it from two quarters— | 


from the individual claimants themselves directly 


presenting their claims to the court, or from | 


either House of Congress referring to it claims of 


the specified descriptions. I think so, because, 


[ think the language | 
| of the resolution is sufficient for that purpose. It | 


| those descriptions pending before the Senate and | 
i 


| 


1 


| 


Surely, we should not undertake to refer to the 
Court of Claims a mere matter of diseretion, such 
as a petition to us to grant something, of grace 
and favor, in what is called a hard case, or a prop- 
osition for the extension of a patent. It is very 


| clear that the Court of Claims has no author- 


ity and no discretion by which it could act on 
that class of cases. It was not meant that it 
should have any such power. The judges of that 
court cannot fix amounts, or do many things 
necessary to be done with this class of claims, 
and which we may do, because we act with un- 
limited discretion on the subject. 

If that be the case, we can, by a proposition 


| of this kind, confer no jurisdiction on the court, 


but we only send them a class of cases which 
will take up their time, and which will occupy 
their attention to no purpose, for they must inev- 
itably, from a want of power inherent in the very 
nature of the court itself, be unable, after hearing, 
to decide them. If they cannot act wpon these 
claims from the nature of their constitution, we 
are burdening them with business of that descrip- 
tion which it was not intended they*should have, 
and which they cannot act upon well and sens- 
ibly. If they could do so, are we willing or are 
we ready to confer that kind of discretion on 
anybody but ourselves? To be sure, the matter 
will come back to us tobe definitively acted upon 


| at last, but that involves the necessity of a re- 


examination. It seems to me, that we can refer 


| to the court no question of law, and no question 


of fact as connected with the law, which appeals 


i . . 
to the discretion of the three gentlemen who 
| constitute the court. 


Cases involving discre- 
tion alone we must reserve to ourselves. I be- 
lieve it would be setting a very bad precedent for 
us, or for the other House of Congress, to send 


| them anything which might assume to give them 
| a jurisdiction beyond that expressly conferred by 


the statute. I do not believe we could do so; but 
if we could, I think it would be very bad policy 
to give them jurisdiction over any cases except 


| those which come within the deseription of the 


three classes mentioned originafly in the act. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. I do not agree to that 
construction of the law. ; 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I cannot say that it is 
the true construction; I only say that it is the 
part of wisdom, in my judgment, so to construe 


it. The Senator from Pennsylvania undoubtedly 
| has his own views, as I have mine, on the sub- 
| ject; but, for myself, [can see no good reason 


for sending to this court a matter which they are 
to act upon without reference to any lecal claim 
existing, or to any facts existing on which such 
a claim could be founded. The Senate,ofcourse, 
will do what they please with this resolution. If 
have no feeling in the matter one way or the 
other; but, as a member of the Comjnittee on 
Claims, I have thought it to be my dujy to sug- 
gest this view of the question to the Senate. 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. This is a. question 


| which must be presented to the Court of Claims. 


The court may determine, as the Senator from 





| 
| 





| jurisdiction. 


| jurisdiction. , 
| have that question tested. Senators wil! perceive 


Maine anticipates, to decline the jurisdiction; but, 
as I said on a former occasion, there are many 
of these claimants who may fall in the category 


| spoken of by my honorable frienc from Georgin, 


[Mr. Toomss,] oveg whose claims the ¢ourt has 
There may be another class in 
regard to which the court may decline ¢xercising 
Some of the claimants. desire to 


at once that if we had presented a !i/| for the 
payment of these claims without refi-rring the 
question to the court, we should be met by the 
argument that we were afraid to submit the ques- 
tion to their investigation and adjudication. When 
acourt has been created to relieve Congress of 
the onerous task under which both Houses have 
labored for so long a time in the investivation of 


ae claims, every Senator wéuld be inclined to 


ave all matters which could be properly cogni- 
zable by that court brought before it; and, there- 
fore, if we should make an effort to get the claims 

rovided for, without having had tht question 
yrought before the court, it would be futal to the 
claims before the Senate. 

My great object in proposing to give: the claim- 
ants the discretionary power of bringing their 
cases to the notice of the court is, to cnable all 
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of them, if they see proper, to refer their claims 
to the court; and, if the court assunfes jurisdic- 
tion, and presents the facts to the Senate, well 
and good; we shall still have control over it; but 
if the court declines jurisdiction, then I say the 
argument with which we should otherwise be 
met, and which would then be fatal to the case, 
will have been destroyed. If the court decline 
to take jurisdiction, and o that it is a case ap- 
pealing to the equity and liberality of Congress, 
we shall be properly entitled to come before this 
body, and ask for compensation. Hence I say 
the question must be met by the court on some 
case, and the sooner the question is determined 
the better. If the court declines to decide the 
cases, as a matter of course we must introduce a 


bill appealing to the liberality of the two Houses | 


of Congress to pay the claimants, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Why can we not control 
the matter of jurisdiction ourselves ? 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Perhaps we can do it; 
but suppose we attempt to a it here, should 
we not he met with the argument that it would 
be proper to let the cases undergo the scrutiny of 
the court, and have them submit the facts to the 
Senate? If, however, we make the effort to have 


the court settle them, and the court Saeeene se: 


diction, that argument will fall to the ground, and 
an appeal will then be proper to the equity and 
liberality of Congress. Hence, I say, the sooner 
the question is met and decided the better. I 
can see no earthly reason why these claims should 
not be referred; and if, in the opinion of the 
court, they have no jurisdiction over them, we 
can bring them before Congress, and we shall 
destroy the argument that would otherwise be 
used against us, that we were skulking from an 
investigation by the Court of Claims. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. If that is the object of 

assing this resolution, I have r~ objection to it; 
But if the mere effect of reference is to confer 
a it becomes a very questionable reso- 
ution, 

Mr FITZPATRICK. 
ail the power we can. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Ifthe object of this reso- 
lution is only to confer jurisdiction in the three 
cases mentioned in the law—those arising under 
an act of Congress, under a regulation of an ex- 
ecutive department, or under a contract, express 
or implied—I have no objection to its passage. 
The honorable Senator from Alabama says he 
wants this court to decide whether or not they 
will assume jurisdiction. Why, sir, they will be 
bound to assume jurisdiction, and to consider the 
cases, if we refer them, in general terms, under 
the last clause of the law conferring jurisdiction. 
For this reason, if the resolution be so modified 
as to confer jurisdiction in the three cases | have 
aamed,I shall have no objection to it whatever. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. I have con- 
sidered the question involved in this debate in 
regard to its effect upon a few claims of my con- 
stituents which have been confided to me, and I 
will state the conclusion to which my mind has 
come. I have supposed that, under the law, the 
claimants themselves, or their attorneys or other 

roper representatives, would take the respons- 
ibility of determining the nature of their claims; 
and if they were claims arising ex contractu, or 
payable legally and equitably, as we lawyers say, 
ex @quo et bono, they would go directly to the 
court; but ifa claim were one appealing to the 

ny of Congress, (as a claim for a pension 
or disabilities incurred in the service of the coun- 
try,) the claimant would come here and present 
his petition. If a private claim be one upon 
which the Government is liable and could be 
sued in a court of law or equity, if it were an 
individual, then the claimant may go to the court. 
All cases involving breach of contract with an 
ocean steamer, with a postmaster, with stage 
contractors, or anything of a nature for which 
the Gevernment is responsible, properly should 
go to the Court of Claims; but where the case is 
that of a crippled soldier, who asks you to give 
him something on an appeal to the generosity of 
the country, I think it should be brought to our 
notice. his is the distinction which I have 
made. 

Mr.STUART. Mr. President, if I understand 
the ground assumed by the honorable Senator 
from Pennsylvania, I deem it my duty as a mem- 
ber of this body to say wherein I think that 


I wish to give them 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 














Senator is wrong. I submit that the Senate can- 
| not determine the jurisdiction of the court; that is 

a question which belongs to the court itself, and 
| cannot be determined elsewhere. The extent of 
| the jurisdiction is to be derived from an examin- 


ation of the statute, and a decision as to its extent | 


| must be made by the court, and by the court 
'alone. Now, sir, whilst I am willing to vote for 
the resolution presented by the Senator from Ala- 
bama, or for any other resolution ofa similar char- 
acter, I beg leave to call the attention of the 
Senate to the statute itself, and then to submit in 


a very few words my view of its character and | 


extent. The law provides: 

“That a court shall be established to be called a Court 
of Claims, to consist of three judges, to be appointed by the 
President by and with the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate, and to hold their offices during good behavior ; and the 
said court shail hear and determine all claims founded upon 

| any law of Congress, or upon any regulation of an execu- 
tive department, or upon any contract, express or implied, 

| with the Government of the United States, which may be 
suggested to it by a petition filed therein; and also all claims 
which may be referred to said court by either House of 
Congress.” 

In my opinion—and I only throw it out here 
for the purpose of not being understood impliedly 
as assenting to the doctrine of the Senator from 
Pennsylvania—this last clause means all claims 
referred to the court by either House of a similar 
nature to those described in the foregoing lan- 
guage of the statute. I think the ground assumed 
by the Senator from Maine on that point is the 

| only tenable ground, for that is the only charac- 
ter of claims which a court of law or equity can 
adjudicate and settle. The moment you go into 
that class of cases which constitute a mere gra- 

_tuity, a court has nothing todo withthem. There- 
fore it is that, in my judgment, the concluding 

language which I have read simply provides an- 

other mode of getting a claim before the court. 

One is by the petition of the claimant, and the 

other is by a reference by either House of Con- 
gress; but when the claim is sent there it will be 
for the court to determine whether it is of such 
a character as it has jurisdiction over. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. It has been considered 
that the judges of the Court of Claims are made 
masters in chancery. They are to prepare the 
cases for adjudication here. The proceeding be- 

| fore the court is adversary; the Government is 
_represented. The last clause conferring jurisdic- 
tion was placed in the act for the purpose of 
enabling either House of Congress to refer knotty 
questions of fact for the purpose of being pre- 
| pared and digested by the court in such a form 
/ as to enable us to decide them. In the three first 
classes named they have jurisdiction without a 
reference by either House of Congress; they as- 
sume jurisdiction upon the petition of the daa 
_ant himself; but either House may refer any 
other claim. That I believe was the objeci in 
| preparing the act. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Ifthe construction 
pee on the act by the Senator from Michigan 
_ be the true one, there can be no injury done to 
the public Treasury or to the individual claim- 
ants by the passage of the resolution; but I have 
| a few words to say upon that construction, be- 
| cause it seems to imply that we have not the 
power under the law to refer to the court any 
other description of cases than those specificall 
mentioned in the preceding clause of the act which 
has been referred to. I should be very sorry if 
that were true, because one of the evils which we 
| have found to exist here in the examination of 
| private claims—even in those cases appealing to 
| our generosity and discretion, in which our feel- 
ings induce us so often to support them, though 
not strictly bound to do so by any existing law 
of Congress, or any act of the Government—is 
in the want of complete proof on both sides. It 
is in that very class of cases that we are liable to 
be misled by the imperfections and the partial 
| nature of the proofs and representations that are 
‘brought here. If we have not the power to 
| refer to this tribunal for investigation any other 
| cases besides the restricted classes contended for 
| by the Senator from Michigan, we shall find very 
| little relief in the establishment of the court from 
| the tax that has heretofore been imposed upon 
the members of the committees of both Houses 
_of Congress, and the public Treasury will find 
| very little relief. 
| Thave had my attention lately called to a very 
‘extraordinary case, (I will not mention it, 
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| to fall into such errors continually,) in which we 
_ committed a gross error, because there was ho 
adverse interest in the preparation of the cas 
for our adjudication. There are many claims 
_which come within the equity of some law +1 
Congress, but yet where Congress is not bound 
to make remuneration. The parties come here 
with their own representations, and with the 
general recollections of partial witnesses, and We 
/are not only liable to commit error, but we act. 
| ually do frequently grant such claims to five-fold 
the amount of what is actually due, or would be 
found to be due if we had some tribunal to jp. 
| vestigate the evidence upon which each of those 
claims were founded, and to take adverse evi- 
|, dence, and investigate the subject thoroughly, | 
presume such an investigation is had before the 
Court of Claims, for I suppose it is the duty op 
the Solicitor of the Government, in all claims 
preferred before that Court, to use his diligence 
in ferreting out adverse testimony when he has 
reason to suspect it may be found or can exist. 

There are many claims founded upon some 
order or action of the executive departments of 
the Government, and yet not strictly within jts 
letter; and there may be appeals to our discretion 
in such cases, though there be no actual obliga. 
tion on Congress or on the Government to allow 
them. We do frequently allow such cases as 
| though they came clearly within the letter of the 
law, or of an executive order of the Government, 
We frequently allow claims of this description 
which, when they are afterwards investigated 
| thoroughly, and the real truth comes to be ascer- 
tained, are found to have had no foundation. Ip. 
justice is very often done by rejecting in toto 
‘all such claims in consequence of the rejudice 

created by the allowance of bad ones. i fact, if 
either House of Congress had reasonable assur- 
ance that proper proof was taken, exhibiting the 
truth of the case on both sides, we should be at 
once prepared to vote the amount really and bong 
fide due to the parties making the claim. 

Then I should like to extend the jurisdiction 
of the court to cover such cases, if it be the fact, 
as I apprehend it is, that it is the duty of the 
officers the Government has appointed to see that 
justice be done to the Government before that 
court—to hunt up adverse proof, where there is 
any reasonable ground to a that it may be 
had by due diligence. If it be not the fact that 
there is such an obligation on the officers of the 
Government, in the investigation of claims before 
that court, it will be all abortive in the end, 
Under the construction which gentlemen are con- 
tending for, we shall be exposed to all the evils 
and frauds to which we have been subjected ever 
since I have been a member of Congress. I have 
often had occasion to regret votes which I have 
given in favor of private claims that have been 
allowed, when, after further investigation, it hap- 
pens to be brought to the notice of the public 
that the claims had no foundation in fact. It is 
because I supposed the establishment of the Court 
of Claims would afferd an opportunity to get a 
full investigation on both sides, that I have con- 
sidered it as likely to be of great use to the public. 
If, however, its jurisdiction is to be limited in the 
manner now contended for, it will be of very little 
use, except to present us cases in which there is 
no dispute, and to have them adjudicated with more 
dispatch than formerly; but that class of claims 
is of small importance compared to the others. 

Mr. TOOMBS. There is really no difficulty 
about this question of jurisdiction. The court 
itself has already decided it. I agers that the 
Senators who looked at the law, and were arguin 
its construction, had heard of the decision, or 
should have before referred to it and stopped the 
debate. Besides the enumerated heads of jurisdic- 
tion, the court has determined thatthe reference of 
a question to it by either House of Congress is * 
distinct head of jurisdiction, subject of course to 
some limitations such as that it shall be a judi- 
cial question, and others named by the court. 
There is, therefore, no necessity for this discus- 
sion, and there is no real difficulty about the 
question. 


The resolution was adopted. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Several messages from the President of the 
United States were received by the hands of 


| because it has occurred to me that we are liable 
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gipxey Wesster, Esq., his Private Secretary; 
and, on the motion of Mr. Mason, the Senate pro- 
-eeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned to Monday. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuorspay, January 3, 1856. 


The Clerk called the House to order at twelve 
o’clock, m. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
ELECTION OF SPEAKER. 


Mr. MACE. I think, Mr. Clerk, that we are 
all satisfied that it is of the utmost importance to 
effect a speedy organization of the House, and I 
have a proposition which will, I apprehend, if 
adopted, accomplish that result. I trust that after 
it shall have been sent to the table and been read, 
it will not meet the opposition of any portion 
of this House. I feel satisfied, sir, that when I 
shall have referred to the precedent which has 
induced me to make the proposition which I pur- 

ose making, my friends who have been support- 
ing the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Ricnarp- 
son] will make no objection whatever to it. I 
am fearful, however, that that portion of my 
friends who stand on the twelfth section of the 
Philadelphia platform may be, for a time, some- 
what encked eh the precedent. That portion of 
the American party, or of the quasi American 
party, who cannot stand on the Philadelphia plat- 
form, will, I am sure, recognize the precedent as | 
being at least binding on them. I therefore ask | 
gentlemen not to make up a judgment in regard 
to the resolution, until I shall have referred more | 
distinctly to the precedent which is the founda- | 
tion of it. With these remarks I send the reso- | 
lution to the Clerk’s desk. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the acting Doorkeeper of the House be, 
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and he is hereby, required to lock all the doors leading to 
this Hall instanter, and to keep them securely fastened until 


a Speaker be elected, unless opened tor the purpose of let- |] 


ting in absent members. 

Mr.MACE. I desire that gentlemen shall pay 
attention to the precedent which I have for this 
resolution, and that they shall consider it as au- 
thority. I do not speak, Mr. Clerk, of a legisla- 
tive precedent, nor do I speak of a modern prece- 
dent. Ispeak ofan ecclesiastical precedent which 
arose in the thirteenth century, and which has 
been binding on the distinguished body in which 
it occurred from that hour to the present. I will 
now refer to it. 


Intheelection of a Pope to succeed Clement LV, | 


in the year 1268, the cardinals were nearly three 
years unable to agree in the choice of a successor, 
and were upon the point of breaking up, when 
the magistrates, by th 
shut the gates of the city, and locked up the car- 
dinals in the pontifical palace till they agreed. 
Now, gentlemen, all we have got to do is to 
-— this precedent; and I, for one, acknowledge 
its binding authority. I am not so much of a 
Know Nothing as not to do that. If that resolu- 
tion, although extraordinary in its character, be 
adopted, I will venture to say that the calls of 


members, for one cause or another, either for | 


refreshments or otherwise,.[laughter,] will be of 
such a pressing character as to force them to 
organize in the space of ten hours. 

Vith these remarks, Mr. Clerk, I most respect- 
fully submit the proposition. I will not call for 
l€ previous question, because I regard this as 
the turning point in the organization of the House, 
and I desire to elicit all the light and all the inform- 

ation which can be broughtout onthe subject. I 
therefore trust that, inasmuch as I do not call for 
the previous question, the matter will be left open 
and fully discussed. 

Mr. BOYCE. 
the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

_ The House proceeded to vote the eighty-seventh 
ume for Speaker, with the following result: Whole 
umber of votes cast, 219; necessary to a choice, 
110; of which— 


Nathaniel P. Banks received........+0ss+++e+++++-102 
William A. Richardson ...... adddah attests somone: 4a 

exander C. M. Pennington..........eeee seeeeee 
Salita Resp ct ab rel c cece ved cthe ee 
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e advice of St. Bonaventure, | 


I move to lay the resolutionon | 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James 
H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, 

| Damrell, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dur- 


1 fee, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, 


| Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Hor- 
ton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, King, Knapp, 
Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, 
McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, 
Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, 
Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, 
Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, 
Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tap 
pan, Thorington, Thurston, ‘Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Wade, 
Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
burne, Ellihu B. Washburne, [Israel Washburn, Watson, 
Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth. 

‘or Mr. Richardson — Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Branch, Brooks, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Crawford, 
; Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Ejliott, Engiish, 
Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Green- 

wood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Herbert, Houston, Hickman, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Samuel 8S. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, Me- 
Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, 
Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Stephens, 
Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wells, 
Winslow, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Bay- 
ard Clark, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, 

Eustis, Foster,J. Morrison Harris. Hoffman, Kennett, Lake, 
Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshail, Mill- 
ward, Paine, Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, 
William R. Smith, Snced, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, 
Valk, Walker, Whitney, and Zollicoffer. 


| Haven, Moore, and Scott. 

| For Mr. Orr—Mr. Williams. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Quitman—Mr. Evans. 

For Mr. Porter—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 
For Mr. Bell—Mr. Richardson. 
Pending the call of the roll— 


| Mr. FAULKNER said: I have been Pe 
| by my colleague [Mr. Car.ite] to state that he 


|| has paired off for the period of a week with Mr. 
|| Davis, of Massachusetts. 


| Mr. SEWARD announced that he had paired | 


| off with Mr. Perry, of Maine. 


The House then proceeded to vote the eighty- 
| eighth time for Speaker, with the following result: 
Whole number of votes cast, 219; necessary to 
achoice, 110; of which— 


b... 





Paine, Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, 
William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, 
Valk, Walker, Whitney, and Zolhcoffer. 


For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Dunn, Edw~rds, Harrison, 


Haven, Moore, and Scott. 


For Mr. Orr—Messrs. Williams and Richardson. 
For Mr. Williams— Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Quitman—Mr. Evans. 

For Mr. Porter—Mr. Henry M. Futter. 


The House proceeded to vote the eighty-ninth 


time for penne with the following result: 

Whole number of votes cast, 219; necessary to a 

choice, 110; of which— ‘ i 
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Alexander C. M. Pennington.........eeeeeesee sees 6 
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So there was no choice. 

The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Banks — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Kiehop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buflington, Burlingame, James 
H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback , Dam- 
rell, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, 
Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, G:anger, 
Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Hor- 
ton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, King, 


| Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, 
| Matteson, McCarty, Meachom, Killian Miller, Morgan, 


Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 


| Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, 


Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Sabin , Sage, 
Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, 
Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, ‘Todd, Traiton, “I'yson, 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. 
Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wat- 


| son, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth. 


For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Dunn, Edwards, Harrison, || 


_For Mr. Richardson— Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barelay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Branch, Brooks, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Cling- 
man, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, 
Crawford, Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, El- 
liott, English, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. fuller, 


| Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, 


Nathanicl P. Banks received .... .cccsccccccccess 102 
Ws MII 6 cones iucanecachdaiencetaee 73 
ROONEY TORe RE MEE snc csc ptc cccsdcastves cecteseene 33 
Alexander C. M. Pennington .........-.sseeeees oo 6 
Pe ik 645 dated as sta cddnarseaevdais maf 
John Williams......... an's Cheep hasdaheteaenaness ea 
EEE dis Sc cet scatunennes decane hs cise een 1 
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So there was no choice. 

|| The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, ' 

| 


Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James 
H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, 
Damrell, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dur- 
| fee, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, 
| Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Hor- 
tor, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, King, Knapp, 
Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkei, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, 
McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, 
Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, 
Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, 
Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, 
Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, 
Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Wakeman, 
Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Etlibu 
B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Wood, Wood- 
ruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson — Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie Boyce, 
Branch, Brooks, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie,Clingman, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Crawford, Da- 
vidson, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, 
Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Green- 
wood, Augustus Hall, a on W. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, J.Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, Me- 
Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, 
Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Stephens, 
Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wells, 
Winslow, and John V. Wright. 
|| For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Bay- 
|| ard Clark, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, 
|| Eustis, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Kennett, Lake, Lind. 
\\ ley, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Millward, 











Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, Houston, Hickman, Jewett, 
George W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, 
Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel! 8. Marshall, Maxwell, MceMul- 
lin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, 
Orr, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, San- 
didge, Savage, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William “mith, 
Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Vail, Warner, Wat- 
kins, Wells, Winslow, and John V. Wright. \ 

For Mr. Fuller — Messrs. Broom, John P. ee Bay- 
ard Clark, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, 
Eustis, Forter, J. Morrison Harris, Hoffman, Kennett, 
Lake, Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Mar- 
shall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready, 
Ricaud, Rivers, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, 
Underwood, Valk, Walker, Whitney, and Zollicoffer. 

For Mr. Pennington — Messrs. Dunn, Edwards, HUarri- 
son, Haven, Moore, and Scott. 

For Mr. Orr—Messrs. Richardson and Williams. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Porter—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Quitman—Mr. Evans. 


Mr. WALKER. I rise for the purpose of 
offering a resolution, in the hope of facilitating 
the organization of the House. We have been 
engaged in, thus far, wholly ineffectual efforts to 
obtain that end. Itis known to the House and 
the country that such have been the facts. It is 
known here and elsewhere what are the obstacles 
in the way of effecting that organization, and the 
whole is resolved into this simple truth—-that party 


| feeling on all sides of this House is so fixed as 


to have thus far prevented anything like a coép- 
eration and a union between the conseryative 
elements of the body. On one sidg, sir, we have 
seen presented a large, firm body, Sodas the name 
of the Republican party, uniformly casting their 
suffrages for a distinguished gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Banxs,] and solely on a great sec- 


| tional question. In another portion of the House, 


we see what the press of the country has t(rmed 


| ** the immortal seventy-four,’’ rendering thei sup- 


port for a distinguished gentleman from the State 
of Illinois, [Mr. Ricuarpson,]} predicating their 
support for that gentleman upon his identity with 
a well-known political measure. We know that 


| there is a third and still smaller party here, com- 
| posed, as we believe, of men eminently conserva- 


tive in their political opinions, of men desirous 


| of effecting such an organization here as: shall 
| insure good order and decorum in this body, as 


| officer of this bo y 
| ing it, a stricto 


| shall insure everywhere, as far as the presiding 


can have the power of i; sur- 
»servance of all the obligatorts 
of the great organic law of the land. Thuy far, 
as I have said, these barriers have risen, day\atter 
day, against bringing about a good and healthful 
organization. 
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The time has come, sir, when the country is 


Ts 


demanding that we should do something more | 


than waste our time and the general treasury in 
these unavailing efforts; and I trust that the reso- 
lution which I now offer may receive the sanc- 
tion of a majority of this body. I have cast my 
eye over the entire House. I have taken asa 
candidate for the Speakership a gentleman not 
entirely identified with any of the parties now 
arrayed against each other inthis country—a man 
of high character; a man of unquestioned mark 
and ability; a man of singular firmness of pur- 
pose, a man having that rare independence of 
spirit which moves him in high party times, 
siiscnah temporarily acting with a great party of 
the land, to rise in his place on this floor, and to 
truthfully and manfully indicate to the House 
and the country his desire and his wish that we 
should organize with the union and conservative 
elements of the House; a man called, it is true, a 
Democrat, but one who has said here that he does 
not claim to belong to that party in the strict 
technical and party sense of the term, but that he 
acis with that party because of a general coinci- 
dence and harmony of opinion; a man who has 
said that he was not in the caucus which nomin- 
ated the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Ricnarp- 
s0N;] that he had nothing to do with that caucus; 
that he refused to go into it; that his support of 
that gentleman was not the result of any mere 
party inclination on his part, but a support ren- 
dered because he knew and felt that the gentle- 
man from Illinois was sound on what he con- 
ceived to be the great ruling question of the day. 
Now, sir, itis known that for weeks past I have, 
day after day, steadily and unflinchingly given my 
sulfrage for a distinguished gentleman fiom the 
State of Pennsylvania, |Mr. Henry M. Fuiver. | 
I have seen and felt for days past, that it is be- 
yond my power, and the power of the small body 
of men with whom it sé been my honor to 
act, to carry out our wishes, and to put him in 
that chair; and if I now withdraw my support 
from him, I take this occasion to say that it is in 
nowise from any distrust that I have either as 
to his competency or his patriotism; but it is 
nothing but the result of conviction of my mind 
that we have not the ability to place him where 
we desire. 

Mr. Clerk, [ have said far more than I designed; 
and I have risen merely for the purpose of making 
one more effort to bring about the organization 
of this House on a sound and true basis, by taking 
aman not obnoxious as a mere party man—a 
man standing somewhat by himself, and on his 
own independence, 
tion, which is in these words: 

Resolved, ‘That the Hon. Wituiam W. Boyce, of South 
Carolina, be declared the Speaker of this House. 

I offer it in the same spirit that induced me, on 
the 18th of last month, to suggest to this House 
that there should be a conference of the conserva- 
tive elements of all parties to be called and held, 
im the hope and for the purpose, if possible, of 
bringing about and insuring a proper organiza- 
tion of this body. Inthe same spirit, I now offer 
the resolution. What its fate may be here, I 
eannot tell; but, sir, it is made in good faith; and 
for one I shall render the gentleman named a 
cheerful and ready deingiogk; tetemes it is due to 
him asa man anda politician. I think that it 


desired by all good men. 

Mr. GALLOWAY. Mr. Clerk, I move to 
amend that resolution by striking out the name 
of the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 


Boycr,]} and to insert in lieu thereof the name of || 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. ergo 


Mr. CADWALADER. 
order. 
der. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Yes, sir, the 
the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Waker] had 
in view is somewhat departed from. [ Laughter. ]} 

The CLERK. The Clerk thinks that the 
amendment is in order. 


I rise to a point o 


Mr. GALLOWAY. Mr. Clerk, lam as much | 


disposed to be conciliatory as any other man can 
pretend to be, but I like to be conciliatory on 
principle. I have some doubts in re to terms 


I hold in my hand a resolu- | 


I hold that the amendment is not in or- | 


ee which | 


gentleman very courteously informed this House, 
in his designation of the different parties, that 
there 1s a large party in this House that is acting 
on a sectional principle. There are two other 
parties that are more respectable, which he char- 


| acterizes by the term national. 


Mr. WALKER. The gentleman misunder- 
stands me. 

Mr. GALLOWAY. Conservative, then. 

Mr. WALKER. I used nosuch terms as the 


gentleman attributes to me. 


Mr. GALLOWAY. The inference is irresist- 


ible, that if one is sectional the other is something 


else. What that something else is, has been dis- 


| tinetively and disagreeably indicated by many 


| gentlemen on this floor. 
| national again and again. 


We have heard the term 
Now I am a native 
of this country, and I claim to be a descendant of 
the men who showed their nationality by life and 


labors for the cause of freedom, and I always had | 


| an impression that the greatelement of nationality 


| the Constitution. 


inourcountry was freedom. I supposed that that 
was a cardinal object of the noble men that framed 
In the preamble of that instru- 


| ment, as I understand, they declared that their 
| object was to form a more perfect union, to pro- 


mote the general welfare, and to secure to them- 
selves and their posterity the blessings of liberty. 


| And it does notappear,among the patriotic objects 
| set forth in that preamble, that they had any idea 


of a certain element of nationality which has re- 


| cently arisen in this country. They had before 


them, as the great, prominent object of their effort, 


| the preservation and perpetuation of freedom. 


We hold that to be the great element of nation- 


| ality at the present time; and so, without intend- 
| ing to prejudice those who differ from us, we 
| hold as the great purpose of our efforts at this 








} 


| nationality ? 


time in attempting to organize this House, that | 


same element of freedom; and wherever we go, 
in any part of this land, when we are interrogated 
as to what is the great element of our nationality, 
we say, as the fathers of the Constitution did, 
that itis to secure to ourselves and to posterity 
the blessings of liberty. 

Mr. ALEXANDER K. MARSHALL. Nig- 
er posterity ? 

Mr.GALLOWAY. Well, sir, I have none of 


that sort; but [should very much dislike to vouch 


o 
5 


| for others on this floor. [Long-continued roars of 


laughter.] I say that, wherever we go, we can 
hold up this element of nationality to the world. 
If, for example, a gentleman should go from this 
highly-favored land, crowned with the blessings of 
liberty, to other lands, and should travel through 
England, or Austria, or Russia, and should be 
asked what his element of nationality is, he would 


|| reply freedom, and it would be understood; but 


if, on the other hand, he should answer that sla- 
very is the fundamental principle of our nation- 
ality, they would reply that that has been the 


| foundation element of the nationality of all the 


despotisms that have crushed humanity in all 
parts of the world. I say, then, Mr. Clerk, that 
we are the men who hold and maintain a great 


| distinctive element of nationality,.by which we 


may be known throughout the world; and it does 
not come with an attractive grace from any gen- 
tleman in this House to charge upon us section- 


| alism, when we base our efforts upon the same 
i | great cardinal principles upon which were based 
holds out the promise of a result which is so much || 


the efforts of the men who secured to us the 
blessings of liberty. 

I do not propose to go into an argument to 
show that we are traveling in the footsteps of 
those ‘illustrious predecessors.”’ I rose merely 
to repel the insinuation—ay, not the insinuation, 
but the direct charge, that the gentlemen who are 
my coadjutors in this part of the House are sec- 
tionalin their views. Again and again have wé been 
met inthis House by the charge of Abolitionism. 
What do these gentlemen mean by ‘ Abolition- 
ism?’’ Is their idea upon that subject as indis- 
tinct and undeffnable as their peculiar element of 
If they mean by Abolitionism the 
non-extension of slavery into territory that is now 
free, we are Abolitionists, as were the gallant 
founders of our Republic. But if they mean by 
it the breaking down of the distinctions of caste, 
deranging social order, or disturbing the true do- 


which have been freely used in this House, which || mestic relations, gentlemen, we present ourselves 


I desire to have explained before I can vote for 
any resolution such as has been 
geateman from Alabama, [Mr. 


| 


om by the || are as wntarnished as we are sa 
Varker.} The |! floor. I am willing, as ene of 


as clean on that whole subject, and let those who 
so upon this 
e members on 
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I] 
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| 


| 





understand; but when gentlemen conve 
_an idea disrespectful to our dignity of 


| repe 


January 

this side of the House, to be classified among the 
fathers of the Republic, by sympathy of senti 
ment, and to be characterized by epithets that y, 
y by terms 
charac 

or to our attachment to the Constitution oe 


the pn of our country, we indignant] 
the accusation. y 
Now, Mr. Clerk, hear a few additional remarks 


| The gentlemen who are representing the peculiar 
administration of this country join with others in 
| characterizing us as sectional. Does it become 
| the Pretorian band of the Administration, whieh 
_rode into power upon a high tide of popular; 

| some two or three years ago, and has now dwin- 


dled into a feeble insignificance—does it become 


| those gentlemen to taunt us with not organizing 


| scured? 





| this House? Where is the glory that character. 


ized that Administration some two years ago? 
Where are the prestige and the prosperity jy 


| which they then gloried? Ah! where are they? 


Why have the prosperity and power of that Aq. 
ministration become so suddenly and sadly ob. 
Has it been because your element of 
nationality has reduced the power of the Admip. 


| istration? Ifso, I can only ask an increase of 


that same element, and in a short time the power 


of this Administration cannot be either defined or 
| described; it will not be a calculable quantity, 
| And now, Mr. Clerk, I think it is respectful iy 


those of us who constitute a plurality in this 
House, to ask that we who represent the most 
powerful constituency and the preponderating 
vote in this country shall choose the Speaker of 
this House. Ihave no other means of ascertaip- 


| ing what is nationality, except by the expression 
|| of the nation. These gentlemen may be national 
| ex non natione, as lucus was said to be lucus a non 


lucendo. But we are national, because we repre- 
sent a larger portion of the free people of this 
nation than is represented by both classes of 
our opponents on this floor. So far, then, as 
members are concerned, we claim the epithet of 
national; and so far as the great distinctive, per- 
vading, penetrating element of all that consii- 
tutes our glory and our grandeur is concerned, 
freedom, we claim to be national. 

Mr. DUNN. I would inquire if the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Gatto- 
way] is still subject to amendment by striking 
out the name of Mr. Banks, and substituting the 
name of another gentleman ? 

The CLERK. It is still subject to amend- 
ment. 

Mr. DUNN. In that form? 

The CLERK. So the Clerk thinks. 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Clerk, I am just as anxious 
for the organization of this House as any mem- 
ber is, or ought to be; but, at the same time, 
desire whatever organization shall take place 
shall be such a one as will, as far as practicable, 
under existing circumstances, secure some de- , 
gree of harmony in all quarters, and particularly 
amongst those of us anxiously wishing the ac- 
complishment of one object. I want no extreme 
representation, but one whose moderation will 
command respect, while his fixed principles wil 
secure our ends. 

Now, sir, I wish to say, in order to cut this 
matter short, that it is well known, by most 
members upon this floor, that matters have been 
transpiring for weeks past, and have at last taken 
a form that render it, as far as I know or can 
see, utterly impossible for some of us to cast our 
votes for the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Ban«s.] e have not created that condi- 
tion of things, nor are we responsible for it. It 
has been forced here by others. You, gentlemen, 
if willing, ean accommodate and settle this difii- 
culty. I have a proposition to make with a view 
to that sisoduinaobuaion and I make it without 
having a personal preference in any direction. 
have selected a gentleman who has had enough 
experience to preside over our deliberations; on? 
of undoubted integrity; one who is true to you 
upon the great subject you have so much at hear', 
and one whose antecedents are Democratic, and 
therefore differing from my own. He is every 
way worthy of our confidence. I present him to 
you in order to get clear of the difficulties which 
some have suggested. I move to amend the 
amendment by striking out the name of Mr. 
Banks, and inserting in lieu thereof the name 0! 


Mr. Lerrer, of Ohio. Gentlemen, we can agre? 
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whom we can unite. ; p \| 

Mr. LEITER. I take the liberty again to — j 
to this House, that under no circumstances will | 
] permit the use of my name in connection with 
the office of Speaker of this House. It has been | 
charged that desired that office. It has been | 
charged, because I have received a few votes 
here, from time to time, that I, perhaps, was 
operating in such @ manner as to embarrass the | 
organization of this House. I have no aspiration | 
for any such position as that proposed for me by | 
the gentleman from Indiana; and I cannot, under | 
any circumstances, permit the use of my name 
in that conneetion. I therefore ask my friend— 
for | say to him that I recognize in him a good, 
generous, warm-hearted friend and gentleman, | 
for whom I entertain the highest regard—that his | 
regard for me will not permit the use of my name 
in the connection in which he has put it, espe- 
cially when I ask it at his hands and the hands | 
of the House. 

Mr. SAGE here obtained the floor. 

Mr. DUNN. I desire, then, to change my 
motion, and hope the gentleman from New York 
will yield me the floor for that purpose. 

Mr. SAGE. Certainly. 

Mr. DUNN. | I will, at the request of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Lerrer,} withdraw his | 
name from my amendment. It was not upon | 
consultation with him or with any one else that 
] proposed his name, but upon my own judgment | 
of what was best. I withdraw his name, and 
in lieu thereof substitute the name of ALEXANDER 
C. M. Penniveton, of New Jersey. 

Mr.SAGE. Irose for the purpose of making 
a motion which will terminate this debate, and 
advance our efforts for an organization of the | 
House. I move to lay the resolution and the 
amendment upon the table. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
yeas and nays upon the motion. 
" The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and it was de- | 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 141, nays 75; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Albright,Allison, Barbour, Barks- | 
dale, Bell, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, | 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Branch, Brenton, Brooks, Buffington, 
Burlingame, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. | 
Campbell, Caruthers; Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clingman, How- | 


I demand the 


ell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Covode, || 


Cragin, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Cumback, Damrell, Da- | 
vidson, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dickson, Dodd, Durtee, | 
Emrie, English, Faulkner, Flagler, Florence, Thomas J.D. | 
Fuller, Gilbert, Goode, Granger, Greenwood, Grow, Au- 
ustus Hall, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, 
‘homas L. Harris, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valen- 
tine B. Horton, Houston, Howard, Hughston, Jewett, 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, King, 
Knapp, Knox, Leiter, Letcher, Lumpkin, Mace, Hum- 
hrey Marshall, Samuel 8S. Marshall, Matteson, McCarty, 
IeMullin, MeQueen, Meacham, Killian Miller, Smith | 
Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Norton, Mordecai 
Oliver, Orr, Parker, Peck, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, 
Phelps, Pike, Powell, Pringle, Purvianee, Reade, Rivers, 
Roberts, Robison, Ruffin, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, 
Simmons, William Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stranahan, 
Swope, Tappan, Taylor, Thurston, Tratton, Vail, Valk, | 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Warner, Cadwal- | 
ader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- | 
burn, Watson, Welch, Wells, Williams, Winslow, Wood, | 
¥ oodruf, Woodworth, John V. Wright, and Zollicofier— | 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ball, Barclay, Henry 8. Bennett, | 
Bishop, Bocoak, Bowie, Broom, John P. Campbell, Caskie, 
Clawson, Cox, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Dick, Dowdell, 
Dunn, Edmundson, Edwards, Elliott, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Evans, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Galloway, Giddings, J. | 
Morrison Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Hickman, 
Hoffman, Keitt, Kennett, Knight, Knowlton, Kunkel, Lake, 
Lindley, Maxwell, Millson, Millward, Moore, Nichols, An- 
drew Oliver, Paine, Pearce, Porter, Puryear, Quitman, | 
Ready, Ricaud, Richardson, Ritchie, Robbins, Rust, San- 
didge, Savage, Scott, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William 
R. Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stewart, Talbott, Thorington, | 
Todd, ‘Trippe, Tyson, Underwood, Walker, Watkins, | 
Wheeler, and yhitney—75. 


So the resolutio#was laid upon the table. 

Pending the call of the roll, the following de- 
bate took place: 

Mr. KNOWLTON. A word of explanation 
as to my vote. For the purpose of having an 
opportunity to vote upon the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Indiana, {Mr. Down, ] if 
this resolution is not laid upon the table, I vote 
In the negative. 

Mr. QUITMAN. Mr. Clerk, in voting on 
this motion, I do not now intend to commit ee 
self to either of the propositions now before the 











fitions, and, without changing my preference, I | 


\ ; 
touse; but I prefer a direct vote on these propo- || tlemen, I give my vote in the affirmative. 


there if we try; and there are many others on | desire to see the developments which a vote upon | 


| of the country. 


| eral disposition to hear explanations, I withdraw 


| more pleasure, than for that gentleman. 





"7 
these resolutions will exhibit. I therefore vote 
against laying the subject on the table. 

Mr. SANDIDGE. Without compromising 
myself in favor of the proposition now before 
the House, as our friends of the Opposition are 
amiably disposed this morning, I shall vote against 
laying the resolution upon the table, in order to 
give them a chance to do something for the good 
I desire to give them a chance 
to shape things to suit themselves. I vote no. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Ishall state very briefiy the 
reasons which will govern my vote. The hon- 
orable gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Boycr,] now proposed for the speakership of 
this House, was a member of the - House of 
Representatives. He declared very emphatically 
in a very sound speech, as he deemed it, and very 
clearly, that he considered a dissolution of this 
Union certain, but that it was a mere question of 
time. During the short session which we have 


| already had here, he has again declared that he 
| represents a particular branch of the southern 


Demoeracy, of which the great pattern is Mr. 
Calhoun. We know what that is. Now, sir, I 


are in favor of it. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I rise to a question of 
order. This debate is not in order. 

The CLERK. It can only continue by unani- 
mous consent. [Cries of ** Let him go on!’’] 

Mr. FAULKNER. Well, as there is a gen- 


my objection. 

The CLERK. If there is no objection the gen- 
tleman will proceed. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. SIMMONS. In regard to the personal 
qualifications of the gentleman from South Car- 
olina for the chair, independent of the polities 
which he represents, | must say I know no person 
for whom | would vote with both hands, with 
He is 
undoubtedly very well qualified for anything of 
that sort; and, besides that, he is an accomplished 
gentleman, as everybody knows. But, sir, all 
that has nothing to do with our votes. Now, 
the gentleman who proposed it probably expected 
Massachusetts to come to his aid, [laughter,} be- 


| cause I find that the Charleston Mereury—which 





| 


is the only paper which I have seen from that 
part of the country—justifies the extreme law 
which passed the Massachusetts Legislature by | 
acclamation, though vetoed by the Governor. 
That paper represents Mr. Calhoun’s doctrines. 
It claims that Massachusetts has the right to pass 
such a law—that it has the constitutional power 
to do it. Now, the fact that so many gentlemen 
here are voting to make the gentleman from South 
Carolina Speaker of this House, shows, to my 
mind, that nullification is so much a bugbear to 
them only because it is not theirs. [Laughter.] | 
If they had the power to sweep away treaties, 
they would drive the Cherokees into the woods, 
and nullification would not be in their way at all. 
Now, these gentlemen denounce us as ** Black 
Republicans.’’ W hatif we should call them hard 


| names—names which may easily be imagined 


from what I have said, arid which would be 
justified by facts—what would they think? But 
we will not do it. We have been voting for 
weeks for the organization of this House, but I 


|| want gentlemen to know that there must be an || 


end to these things some time. There are two 
sides and two parties. [Here some member | 
ealled to order.| Of course I have explained the 
reasons why I vote ay. [{Laughter.]} 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Before I cast my vote 
I wish to know what the state of the question 
will be in the event that this resolution is not 
laid upon the table. If I understand the matter 
aright, if this motion fails, the question presented 
tothe House will bea choice between Mr. Banks 
and Mr. Pennineron; that is, whether the name 
of Mr. Bangs shall be stricken out, and that of 
Mr. Pennivcron substituted. 

The CLERK. The Clerk understands that 
such will be the question presented to the House | 
if the resolution 1s not laid upon the table. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. As I do not desire to | 
place myself in a position where I shall be com- | 

lied to take my choice between those two gen- 
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tleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Bover,} ani 


- 
| thowe who have been voting for him, will not 
it 


regard my vote as casting any refloction upon 
them. I beg leave to say, however, to the gen- 
tleman from Alabama, | Mr. Warker,} and to 


| those acting with him, that whenever that gc.- 


tleman and a sufficient number of this Houwx 


| shall have cast their votes for Mr. Beyer, or for 


any other gentleman, to such an extent that | 
can be ascertained that the mational Democrats 
have it in their power to effect an election, then, 
and not till then, have they a right to expect a 
yielding or giving way upon the part of the na- 
tional Democrats. Sir, I esteem vreéminentiy 
the gentleman from South Carolina; but, like the 
gentleman from Arkansas, [Mr. Grexnwoopn,| I 
am not disposed to place myself in a position ‘io 
be compelled to choose between Mr. Banxs and 
Mr. Penntneron, and for that reason I vote in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Mr. Clerk, I was pre- 
sent at a meeting of the Democratic members of 
this House, which made a declaration of prin- 
ciples, and nominated the honorable gentleman 


| from Hlinois as their candidate for Speaker. i 
| am in favor of this Union, and my constituents || 


also attended a second meeting of the Democratic 
members of this House, and the proceedings of 
that meeting have all been made public. That 
meeting declared, as I understood, a fixed and 
unalterable determination to adhere to Mr. Ricnu- 
ARDSON until further consultation should be had, 


| no matter what proposition might be made by 


either of the opposing parties wpon this floor. 
Such was my understanding of the proceedings 
of that meeting, and, in accordance with that de- 
terminatien, we have continued to vote for the 
honorable gentleman from [linois. 

A proposition is now made to elect the gentle- 
man trom South Carolina [Mr. Boyce] as Speaker 
of this House. Sir, Lindorse every word which 
has been said of that gentleman by the member 


| from Alabama, as to his high character, talents, 


and his fitness to preside over the deliberations 
of this body; but, sir, I cannot, consistently 


. ‘ . . 
| with my obligations to my party and to my prin- 





|| justly lie at my door. 


| ciples—because prineiples cannot be earried out 
| } i 


except through the instrumentality of party—vote 
for a resolution which would, in effect, be a de- 
sertion of the nominee of our caucus. He is 


| still our candidate, and he at least, so far as my 


information extends, has not authorized his name 
to be withdrawn. lask honorable gentlemen, 
then, who attended that caucus, how they ean, 
under these circumstances, vote against laying 


| this resolution upon the table? 


Mr. BOCOCK. I can answer the gentleman 
for myself, but not for others; and | would like 
the opportunity to do so now, or at some other 
time. I voted against laying the resolution on the 
table. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I have no objection to 
the gentleman’s doing so, if the House is willing 
to hear him. 

The CLERK. This whole debate is out of 
order, but it has proceeded without objection from 
any quarter. 

Mr. BOCOCK. The gentleman from Missis- 
sippi asks a question which | can answer to my 
satisfaction, so far as | am concerned. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. ‘The gentleman can have 
an opportunity after I have yielded the floor. I 
believe it is the duty of the Democratic party to 
maintain its organization here; and how can it be 
done, unless the resolution of the gentleman from 
Alabama is laid upon the table? How can it be 
done if we divide our votes upon this question ? 
1 came here in opposition to the Know Nothing 
party, and pledged to oppose it in any and every 
shape in which it should present itself before the 
country; and for one I intend to make that pledge 
good.. Advocating, as I honestly believe they do, 
proseription from office because of religious opin- 


| 1ons, in violation of the Constitution, which de- 
| elares there shall be no religious test for office, I 


am not willing that the gentleman from Alabama, 
elected to a seat upon this floor by that party, 
should dictate to me how | shall vote upon the 
election of a Speaker. 

Mr. WALKER, (interrupting.) I desire to 
say one word in answer to the gentleman’s last 
remark. I hate dictation as much as the gentle- 
man; and I desire to repel a charge which cannot 
I said that the resolution 


Mr. MeMULLIN. I hope the honorable gen-!! was not the offspring of any spirit of dictation. 
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It was the result of an ardent and heartfelt desire 
to aid in the organization of this House. I do 
not desire to dictate to any gentleman upon this 
floor. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Iamnot willing to shape 
my course to suit the purposes or the object of 
the gentleman from cieass. or of the party with 
which he is associated, 

It seems to me, then, that it is our duty to 
maintain the organization of the Democratic 
party—to stand upon our principles. We are 
not responsible for the non-organization of this 
House, and we cannot be held to that responsi- 
bility before the country. The Democracy are 
ina minority here of more than eighty votes. 
The Opposition are responsible, whether they 
agree upon the slavery question or not. Together 
they are making war upon the Democratic party 
and a Demvcratic Administration; and upon them 
devolves the responsibility of organizing this 
House. Hence, | cannot vote for the resolution 
of the gentleman from Alabama. I believe if I 
should give such a vote—and in saying this I do 
not intend any reflection upon gentlemen who vote 
differently from myself—I should be violating 
my obligations to my party, and imperil the 
interests of my constituents. 

Mr. McQUEEN. IfLunderstand the question, 
the original proposition is to elect Mr. Boyce as 
Speaker; the first amendment is to strike out the 
name of Mr. Boyce and substitute that of Mr. 
Banks; the second amendment is to strike out 
both those names and insert that of Mr. Pennine- 
ton. Then 1 presume that the first vote will be 


ae 


taken for the election of Mr. Pennineton, the | 


second for that of Mr. Bangs, and the third and 
last for that of Mr. Boyce. 
stances, I vote ay. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I regret to differ from my 
honorable colleague [Mr. Barkspaxe] in opinion 
as to the results which, from his remarks, he 
appears to think will follow from a refusal to lay 
these propositions on the table. I have, in com- 
mon with some other gentlemen who have here- 
tofore acted with me in this House, voted against 
laying this resolution on the table; and I wish to 
say to those gentlemen who think otherwise, that 
they misapprehend the question. By laying these 
resolutions and amendments on the table, we shall 
prevent a direct vote on them. Now, I desire a 
direct vote on these propositions. ¢ 
afraid of that? Are there any members of the 
Democratic party afraid to meet either of the 
propositions before the House? Why, they are 


Under these circum- | 


Are gentlemen | 


simply what we have been voting for all along. | 


So long as the Democratic party will continue to 
vote for Mr. Ricuarpson, l expect that I will also 
vote for that gentleman, and | 

the substitution of any other name for his. 
I think it essential and important to the interests 
of the party with which I am acting that we 
should es the developments which will prob- 


will vote against | 


But | 


ably be made if we proceed to a direct vote on | 


these propositions. What will be the state of 


the question if the motion to lay on the table be 


not agreed to? 
proceed to vote on the substitution of the name 
of Mr. Pennineron for that of Mr. Bangs. If 


In the first place, the House will | 


that amendment be not adopted, the House will | 


then proceed to vote on the substitution of the 


name of Mr. Banxs for thatof Mr. Boyce. Well, | 


sir, if amajority of the House approve of electing 
Mr. Banks as Speaker, so be it. I do not stand 


here to prevent the carrying out of the will of a | 


majority of this House. 
however, that inasmuch as no majority can be 
found to elect Mr. Banks by a direct vote, neither 
can —— be found to vote for the amend- 
ment. Then, ifthe amendment be voted down, the 
question will come up on the original resolution 


It is to be presumed, | 


of the gentleman from Alabama; and then, if the | 


party with which I am acting do not approve of 


at, my colleague and myself will be found voting | 


against this resolution, But I repeat, if the mo- 
tion to lay on the table be negatived, we will 
probably see some developments which may here- 
after serve the party with which I am acting. 
my assent to the proceedings of the Democratic 
caucus, | did not consider myself as precluded 
from independent action on questions such as 
that now before the House. 

If the gentlemen on the other side of the House, 
who support the proposition of the gentleman 


from , will tender to us the olive-branch, 


In| 


it is for them to do so—either on the floor of 
this House or elsewhere. ‘The question now be- 
fore us is merely one of polic 
For myself, | am determined to adhere to the 
principles upon which I have hitherto acted, so 
long as my conscience approves of them, and no 
longer. When the proposition of the gentleman 
from Alabama shall come up for a direct vote, I 


y, not of principle. | 





| will prefer first to confer with my own party; | 
| but, for the present, the only question before the | 


House is on laying the resolution on the table, 
and coming to a direct vote on the various prop- 
ositions. I do not commit myself by my vote 
toeitherof them. I leave myself entirely uncom- 
mitted, and at liberty to vote according to the 
dictates of my own conscience when the direct 
vote shall come before the House. 

I have said, Mr. Clerk, all that I intend to say 
in explanation of my vote. It seems to me that 
many of my friends misconstrue and misappre- 
| hend the true question before them. It simply is, 

whether we shall come to a direct vote on these 

propositions, or whether we shall pass them over. 

If we do come to a direct vote, I shall probably 

be found voting with my party. But I take the 


enemas —— 
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these proceedings, I cannot stand here to reject 
| sucha 
|| I woul 


| that, ingmy judgment, it is a violation of parlia. 

| mentary usage, to introduce the action of acaucus 

upon the floor of a legislative body. The usar 
5 


responsibility of acting from my own suggestion || 


' on the proposition to lay on the table, because I 
believe that the permanent good of the party with 


try, will be promoted by allowing developments 
to take place on the direct vote on these proposi- 
tions. If, as I said before, it be the sense of the 


the majority. If it be the sense of the House to 
elect Mr. Boyce, I shall rejoice at such a result. 
3ut I do not mean to act directly on the proposi- 
tion until I shall have met in consultation with 
those with whom I have thus far acted. 

Mr. BOCCCK. I ask leave to make an ex- 


gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Barkspate. | 
Mr. BARKSDALE, (interrupting.) I desire 
to make a remark or two in reply to my honor- 


get the floor now for that purpose, I give the 
House notice that I will ask it at some future 
time. 


Mr. BOCOCK. 


been made by other gentlemen, and especially in 
consequence of the introduction on this floor of 
proceedings that have taken place elsewhere. 

Now, it is needless for me to say to my breth- 
| ren of the Democratic party, with whom I have 
thus far acted, that there has been no man more 
cordial and thorough in his devotion to the prin- 
| ciples on which the Democratic party has hith- 
erto stood in this contest than I have been. There 
is no man on this floor, Mr. Clerk, who has a 
higher appreciation of the character and the ser- 
vices of the honorable gentleman from Illinois 
{Mr. Ricnarpson] than I have; and no gentle- 
man would go further than I would to make him 
Speaker of this House. I came upon this floor 
at the same time with the honorable gentleman 
from Illinois. During the whole time of his ser- 
vice, I have been his associate on this floor, and I 
take pleasure in saying, that on almostevery im- 
portant question which has arisen, so far as I 
now remember, | have found my judgment and 
determination cordially coinciding with his. { 
may therefore say, that I should consider it an 
important achievement, not only for the great 
Democratic party of which I am a member, and 
which, for the country’s good and the country’s 
quiet, I hope soon again to see restored to com- 
| plete ascendency on this door, but I should con- 
sider it a greater achievement for the Constitution 
and for the nation, if we could secure the election 
of that honorable gentleman. We have been, how- 
ever, trying to accomplish that object for four or 
five weeks. The prospect now seems to be not 
more bright than it was at the beginning. 

I should not think, therefore, that 1 was doing 
my duty to my country nor to my constituents, 
if, with so slight a prospect of electing the gen- 
tleman from Illinois Speaker of this House, I 
should stand here and oppose a proposition to 
elect another gentleman in his stead, when that 
other may be of sound faith, of sound principles, 
and in cordial and thorough coéperation with us 
on the very platform on which the gentleman 
from Illinois has been nominated. I could, under 





‘| no circumstances, vote for any gentleman whom 


which I act, and the permanent good of the coun- 


House to elect Mr. Banks, we must submit to | 


planation in regard to a point introduced by the | 


| able colleague, [Mr. Quirman,] but if I cannot | 


I wish to say one or two |) 
| words, in consequence of some remarks that have | 








|| of what was done in caucus, another gentleman, 


| done for the sake of setting himself right. | 


|, sion that there was any understanding among its 





'ofour faith. But, sir, if [am not mistaken, 


| table? 
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I did not consider sound on the cardinal points 


; the 
is no gentleman here who has more cordially 


indorsed the resolution adopted at the original 
caucus of the Democratic party of the House 
than my honorable friend from South Caroling’ 
[Mr. Boyce.] Again, sir, I say, in justice to 
myself and to the constituents whom I represen: 
that, though at an earlier period of the session | 
might have done otherwise, yet at this stage of 


o> mapenees. notwithstanding the fact that 
d like exceedingly to have the gentleman 
from [llinois elected. 

Now, Mr. Clerk, another question has been 
raised by the gentleman from Mississippi, {Mr 
Barxspate.} It has been said that the Demo. 
cratic party in the House, by its action in caucys 
stands committed to adhere to its candidate, 
Sir, it is always inconvenient, and, I may say, 


seems to me to be a sound and discreet one, be- 
cause if one gentleman, for the sake of explain. 
ing his position, brings forward his recollection 


holding a different opinion, may feel it incumbent 
upon him to bring out other things which wer 


shall not, therefore, go into the action of the 
caucus here, further than to say that, if the 
gentleman from Mississippi is under the impres- 


members, in case the national American party in 
the House presented a candidate here for Speaker, 
standing upon our platform, in such a shape as 
to make his election probable, that in such an 
event we should reject the proposition, I can 
only inform him that my recollection is different 
from his. 

In relation to myself, the gentleman from Mis. 
sissippi has ee exonerated me, and [ have 
nothing to say on that point by way of further 
explanation. 1 will say a word in relation to other 
gentlemen acting with me. I do not consider that 
there was any understanding in either of the Dem- 
ocratic caucuses, that in case a proposition was 
made by the American party in good faith, to 
take a sound and reliable man, and there was a 
probability that an election might result from it, 
then the members of those caucuses should be 
pledged to reject it. 

Sir, how are we to know what is the probabil- 
ity of an election? How can we tell what would 
be the effect of the proposition if we lay it on the 
I want to see how far the gentleman from 
Alabama has submitted this resolution—I will 
not say in good faith, for I will not question the 
sincerity of the gentleman—but I desire to see 
how far he has moved in concert with those who 
usually act with him on this floor. I desire to 
see whether they will indorse his action as em- 
bodied in the proposition. If this is the result 
of a concerted movement amongst those gentle- 
men, it would place it very nearly in our power 
to effect an election. A little aid from the scat- 
terers would do it. If the members of his party 
do not indorse this movement of the honoreble 

entleman from Alabama, let us shoveit by bring- 
ing them to the test. 
have just been requested by a friend to ask 
the gentleman from Alabama whether, in the prop- 
osition which he has made, he has consulted the 
members of the party with which he acts, and 
has their concurrence? : 

Mr. WALKER. Does the gentleman wish 
me to answer now? 7S 

Mr. BOCOCK. No, sir; to save time, I with- 





draw the question. 
Mr. WALKER. It is ve} well you do. 
Mr. BOCOCK. Ido not know what the get- 


tleman from Alabama means by saying, it is very 
well that Ido. I will go on to say a word or two 
in relation to the rules of parliamentary practice 
arising in this case. . 
Some of the gentlemen who have explained 
their positions here have, in my judgment, mis 
taken the parliamentary proceeding which would 
follow in case the resolution is not laid on the 
table. They appear to think that in that event 
the House and each member of it would be com- 
— to choose between the gentleman from New 
ersey (Mr. Pennincton] and the gentleman 
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choice. Thatis not the fact. | 
lay on the table is voted down, the question will 
then recur on striking out the name of Mr. Banks 
and inserting that of Mr. Pennineton. If it is 
carried in the affirmative, Mr. Pennincron’s | 
name will be inserted, and the question will then 
have to be decided between Mr. PENNINGTON 
and Mr. Borer. Otherwise the question will be 
between Mr. Banks and Mr. Boyce 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER _ I rise to a question of 

der. 
a has been announced ? 

The CLERK. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. Then I submit that all 
this discussion is out of order. 

The CLERK. The Clerk has so stated; but 
it has thus far proceeded without objection. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. I object to its proceed- 
ing further. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Tonly desire to state the par- 
liamentary law of the case. I en the gentleman 
will allow me to go on and finish. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. I dislike to interrupt 
the centleman from Virginia, but there are other 
eentiemen here who also desire to make explana- 
tions; and I think the result of the vote had better 
be announced, and then gentlemen may make 
their explanations in order. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Well, sir, I will only say 
that, if this resolution is not laid on the table, a 
yote must ultimately be taken between Mr. Boyce | 
and Mr. Penntneton, or Mr. Banks, or what- 


It has not. 


ever gentleman is named in opposition to him. | 


Gentlemen may take whomsoever they will, and 
his strength must be tried with that of the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, [Mr. Boyce.}] We 


may thus ascertain who is strongest, and whether | 


any gentleman can obtaina majority of the House. 
This can only be done at this time by refusing to 
lay the resolution upon the table. Having said 


this much, J will not detain the House by any 


further remarks. 
Mr. READY obtained the floor. 
The CLERK. 
gentleman that this discussions all out of order, 
inasmuch as the result of the vote has not been 
announced. The gentleman from Tennessee has 


The Clerk must remind the | 


raised the question of order, and objects to its 


roceeding further. 
Mr. BOCOCK. 
the gentleman from Tennessee raised his question 


I would merely suggest that | 


upon me, and, inasmuch as I have concluded my | 


remarks, | suppose the question of order falls. 


The CLERK. The Clerk thinks it is not in | 


order for the gentleman from ‘Tennessee [Mr. 
Reavy) to proceed with his remarks. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. I move that the result 
of the vote be announced. 

Mr. CRAWFQRD. Desiring to understand 
from the Clerk the state of the question in case 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
Rivers, and Zouuicorrer. Now, sir, itisevident, || timeforSpeaker, with th 
with that number of the American party of the || number of votes cast, 2 
House hostile to it, if I were to vote in the neg- | 108; of which— 


from Massachusetts, [Mr. even as an ultimate | 
the motion to || 


| ask the Clerk whether the result of the || us, I change my vote from no to ay. 


the resolution is not laid on the table, I ask if the | 
next vote would not be upon striking out the | 
name of Mr. Banks, and inserting that of Mr. | 


PENNINGTON ? 


The CLERK. That question would next be | 


submitted to the House. 
Mr. CRAWFORD. Then, sir, not desiring to 


make a choice between these two gentlemen for | 


Speaker, @gd not in consideration of anythin 
which has fallen from gentlemen on this ieee, 
desire to change my vote from no to ay. [Cries 
of ‘*Order!?? ** Announce the vote.’’] 

Mr. ORR obtained the floor. 

The CLERK. The question of order having 
been raised, the Clerk must decide that all this 
discussion is out of order. 

Mr. ORR. Mr. Clerk, I have not voted. 

Laughter. 

The CLERK. The Clerk begs the gentle- 

man’s pardon; he thought the object of the gen- 


tleman in rising was to continue the discussion. 
Mr. ORR. 


question was first presented, | was considerably 
embarrassed to know how to act. But the votes 
that have been given upon the motion to lay upon 
the table have relieved me from that embarrass- 
ment. I find that eight gentlemen belonging to 
the American part nel shown their opposition 
to the resolution of the gentleman from Alabama, 
by voting to lay it on the table, to wit: Messrs. 
v 
K 


Lien, Hompurey Marswart, ALEXANDER | 


- Marswaur, Reapt, Sweep, Sworr, Vaxk, 


4 desire to vote, but, before doing | 
80, it may perhaps be well to state, that when this | 














r 


ative upon laying upon the table, the resolution 
| would result in nothing. I therefore vote in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I shall not make 
a very lengthy-speech to the House. I change 
| my vote from no to ay. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. Finding that the 
| South Americans [great laughter] are deserting 


[Here a large number of members rose in their 
places, and changed their votes from ay to no, or 
no to ay. 

The CLERK. It is impossible for the clerks 
to take down the changes, if members continue 
| to change as rapidly as they have. [Laughter.] 
Mr. RUST. Mr. Clerk, as gentlemen who 


voted with myself have seen fit to change their 





|| votes and assign their reasons for doing so, if in 


order I would be glad to state why I shall adhere 
to mine. If, as gentlemen say, it places me in a 
false position, I am willing to occupy it, and meet 
the responsibility, whatever it may be, that at- 
taches to it. But, sir, I do not think so. My 
understanding is, that the first vote would have 
been upon the proposition to insert the name of 
Mr. Pennineron, as offered by the gentleman from 
Indiana, in the place of that of Mr. Banks, as 
offered by the gentleman from Ohio. As that had 
failed or carried, the question next would have 
been upon substituting for the name of Mr. 
Boyce, of South Carolina, that of Mr. Pennine- 
Ton or Mr. Banks. If this had carried, I cannot 
perceive the difficulties of the position in which 
we would have been placed, and which seems so 
| much to have excited the apprehensions of gen- 
| tlemen on this side of the House. I would have 
then moved that the resolution of the gentleman 
from Alabama [Mr. Waxker] as amended be laid 
upon the table. 
| The CLERK. The gentleman will be kind 
/enough to remember that the gentleman from 
| ‘Tennessee (Mr. Reapy] raised the point of order 
that this debate was out of order. 

Mr. RUST. I would beg the indulgence of 
| the House for a fewmoments longer. [Cries of 


but two minutes, but one, to state my position to 
the House. [‘*Go on! goon!’’} It 1s this: as 
between the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Ricu- 
ARDSON] and any other upon this floor, I prefer him 
immeasurably; but when I have to decide between 
throwing my vote away upon him and casting it 
| fora gentleman unexceptionable to myself and 
the people whom I represent upon this floor, 
whom we can elect, and effect an organization of 
this House, I shall not hesitate as to my course. 

{When it was announced as above, that the 
resolution and pending amendments were laid on 
the table, loud cries rose from all parts of the 
Hall of ‘*Call the roll!” ‘*Go on with the 
voting !”’ 

Mr. COVODE. I beg gentlemen’s indulgence 
for a moment. I offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That from and after Saturday next, no member 
of this House shall be entitled to receive his daily payuntil 
a Speaker shall have been elected. 


Mr. KEITT. There is no member who is 
entitled to pay now. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Does the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania know that any member 
has received pay ? 

Mr. NICHOLS. 
on the table. 

The question was taken, and the resolution 
was laid on the table. . 

Mr. SIMMONS. I hope, for the credit of the 








I move to lay the resolution 


| House, that the last vote may by unanimous con- 
|| sent be disregarded, and that the resolution may 


be withdrawn. 
Mr. JONES. 
been tabled. 
Mr. MILLWARD. 
do now adjourn. 


Mr. FLORENCE. 


It is too late; the resolution has 


I move that the House 


I demand tellers. 





_and Bittincuurst were appointed. 
The question was taken, and the House refused 
|| to adjourn; the tellers having reported—ayes 78, 


, ** Order!”’ **Goon!”’ ** Hear him!’’] I would ask | 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Mrttwarp | 


| 


| 
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gpoliowing result: Whole 


; necessary to a choice, 


Nathaniel P. Banks received....... Kd ebecdiddowed 
William A. Richardson................ 60 vebednnet 7 


OE Bile SNRs anniis's vccyncecced cecene vevensaba 2 
Alezander C. M. Pennington...... ...cccccacccces 6 
See TE art éncerenees cotks «ese. ck vetnnrs 2 
FOR VO Calg Ge weltie be ccduccdviteccrsvdeceesth 1 
Gilchrist Porter. ........4. 0 Ge be écGusececcsentuswe I 
SOR. Bx GR dae Se ci divcescceetctcees ceses é i 


So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 
For Mr. Banks— Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 


| Henry Bennett, Benson, Biilinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 


| Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buflington, Burlingame, James 


H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, 
Damrell, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Durfee, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, 
Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas 


| R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, King, 
| Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matte- 
| son, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, 


Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, 


| Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Petit, Pike, Pringle, Purvi- 


| Bayard Clark, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, 


ance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sher- 
man, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, 
Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Wade, 
Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
burne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel! Washburn, Watson, 
Weich, Wood, Woodruif, and Woodworth 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Branch, Brooks, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Cling- 
man, Howell Cobb, Wiiliamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, 
Crawford, Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, 
English, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 
Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Samucl 3. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, Me- 
Queen, Sarith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, 
Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Stephens, 
Stewart, Talbott, ‘Taylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wins- 
low, and John V. Wrigitt. 

‘or Mr. Fuller — Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, 
Eustis, 
Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Hoffman, Kennett, Lake, Lind- 
ley, Humphrey Marshall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Puryear, 
Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, 


| Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, Whitney, and Zolli- 


coffer. 
For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Dunn, Edwards, Harrison, 


Haven, Moore, and Scutt. 


|| with the continuance of the Union. 


For Mr. Orr—Messrs. Richardson and Williams. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler 

For Mr. Porter—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Quitman—Mr. Evans. 

Mr. VALK. 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
ten minutes to four e’clock ) the House adjourned 
till to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m. 


I move that the House do now 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, January 4, 1856. 
The House was called to order by the Clerk, 
at twelve o’clock, m. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXPLANATIONS. 
Mr. BOYCE. Mr. Clerk, yesterday an honor- 


able gentleman from New York [Mr. Simmons] 
made an allusion to opinions expressed by me, 


= - oe 
with reference to the continuance of the Union. 


I did not think it proper at that time to interrupt 
the House with any remarks of my own, for I 


| did not desire to present even the apparent sem- 


| blance of wishing to influence the House in their 


choice for Speaker, under the resolution then 
before the House. That state of things being 
entirely removed, I feel at liberty now, very briefly, 
to express my position upon the point referred 
to by the gentleman from New York. 

It is true, Mr. Clerk, that I have had, and still 


| have, the most melancholy forebodings as to the 


| future of our country. 


I have thought, and I still 
think, and J have expressed the opinion, and I 
still express the opinion, that there are circum- 
stances at work which are hurrying us almost 
irresistibly to a disruption. Why do | think this? 


| Because, in my opinion—and I speak not as a 


party man; I speak from the honest convictions 
of my heart, with entire candor, and not with the 
purpose of influencing any measure cr any party 
—because I think that there is a spirit at the 
North, a public opinion growing up, hostile to 


| the institutions of the South, that is inconsistent 


|| noes 90. 
| Cries of ‘‘ Call the ad 
he House then proceeded to vote the ninetieth | 


The Consti- 
tution, if I understand it correctly, was the result 
of compromise between the North and the South 





ee 


a ee ee) 


& 

5 
33 
Fe 
ea 
wt 





shaaianes 


ane 


upon the subject of slaggry; it was the result of a 
spirit of conciliation a fraternal concord. 
great men of the North at that day—your Ham- 
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|| Government, and dispense its vast patronage | 


The | 


iltons, your Jays, your Livingstons, and your | 


Franklins—were willing to sink a sentiment in 
obtaining a great good. That great good they 
considered the formation of the Federal Union, 
and to obtain that, they placed in abeyance their 
sentiments of hostility to the institution of sla- 
very. 

I consider, first, that at the time of the adop- 
tion of the Constitution, there was no objection to 
the admission of slave States. Why? 


Because | 


nearly all of the States of the Confederacy were | 


slave States, and no man at the North then ob- 


jected to the admission of slave States into the | 


Union. 


the great men of the North, in concert with the | 


great men of the South of that day, in various 

varticulars recognizes and acknowledges slavery. 

t does this in that clause which provides for the 
apportionment of representation to the House of 
Representatives; it recognizes slavery in that 
clause which provides for the apportionment of 
direct taxation; it recognizes slavery in that clause 
which provides that the Federal Government shall 
preserve every State from domestic violence; that 


amongst themselves, and reduce the people of | 
the South to a secondary and subordinate con- | 
dition. That is their great idea. 


is but one man who stands out on the canvas of 
history illuminated with the glory of having had 


the magnanimity to decline power. There he is, | 


| [pointing to the portrait of Washington | but no 


people in ancient or modern times have had the 
magnanimity to decline power. 
the North cannot decline it. That party, there- 
fore, which places itself upon the position of 
giving power to the North, will eventually suc- 


ceed; and when that party does succeed, In m 


Further: the Constitution adopted by || 


opinion the Union will be at-an end. [ say it 
in no spirit of threat, at all. I am merely ex- 


|| plaining my position. I think that this sectional 


clause which provides for the extradition of fugi- 


tive slaves also recognizes slavery, and recognizes 
it pro hac vice in a free State. And further, that 
clause of the Constitution which provides that the 


African slave trade shall continue open for twenty | 


years, recognizes slavery in its most striking 
form. 

I say, then, that the Federal Constitution was 
the result of a spirit of compromise between the 
men of the North and the men of the South on 
the subject of slavery. 
compromise and concession and concord and 
harmony, the Constitution would never have been 
formed,and the Union would never have existed. 
Well, it strikes meas a logical conciusion that 
the Union can only be preserved by the continu- 


ance of that same spirit of concord and harmony || 


and compromise and fraternal concession on the 
part of the North. It has, therefore, been with 
the most profound regret as a lover of my coun- 
try, that I have seen at the North the formation 
of a great party, based upon the single idea of 
hostility to the institutions of the South. The 
only question with me, then, as to the continuance 
of the Union is, whether that party will take 
possession of the North. If they do, in my 
opinion the Union is at anend. Well, will that 


ca take possession of the North? I say, and | 


say it with the profoundest regret, that I think it 
will—not to-day, perhaps, nor to-morrow, nor the 
next day; but that the tendency of things is such 


thatit will ultimately take possession of the North, | 
Well, what is that || 


I entertain but little doubt. 
party pledged to? The great leading idea of that 
party is that freedom is national and that slavery 
is sectional. That party, then, are obliged, if they 
come into power, as is recommended in the reso- 
lutions of the State of Maine presented to the 


trict of Columbia, and to prohibit it in all the 
‘Territories, arsenals, and dock-yards in the United 
States. 


ures, we shall be in the midst of chaos and 
anarchy and revolution. But do I desire this? 
No, God forbid that I should. I wish to see 
my country peaceful and happy. I wish to see 
my country going forward in its great historical 
career, making its mark upon the pages of time, 
and working out its great destiny for the benefit 
of ourselves and of universal humanity. Would 
that it were in my power this day to give peace 
to my country! I would drive from this Hall 
and our land the fanatical spirit of discord which 
would destroy that Constitution which the great 
men of our country in its classic era adopted, and 
which we all love. 

Now, why do I think that that party at the 
North will succeed? Because it recommends 
itself to the great sentiment of the North—the 
sentiment of anti-slavery—and because, too, it 
recommends itself to that love of power which 
no people can resist. What people have ever 
declined to receive power when it was offered to 
them? This great sectional party at the North 
goes upon the idea that, by uniting together at 
the North, they can obtain the eamteal of this 


Without that spirit of | 


Well, then, it seems to me that if that | 
party comes into power pledged to those meas- | 





| 


| 


| tion according to the spirit in which your fathers | 


anti-slavery party will succeed at the North, and, 
therefore, that revolution will be inevitable. But 
I do not desire it; far, far from it. All we ask of 
you at the North is, to administer the Constitu- 


adopted it—the spirit of concession, compro- 
mise, and eee to administer the Govern- 
ment in the spirit in which it was administered 
for the first quarter of a century; and then you 


, will find the people of the South loyal to the 
f 


Union, and no one more so than myself. What 
a glorious spectacle it would be if such a state 
of things could exist; instead of this, the master 
branch of the Government, being paralyzed and 
disorganized, it would be in action, giving vital- 


‘ity to the workings of our Government; and 


the hearts of our twenty-five millions of people 
would beat in harmonious unison! Why do 
we hear of treaties abrogated, of threats of send- 
ing naval armaments to hover upon our coasts? 
Why do the masts of hostile ships, perhaps at 


The people of | 


OB 


| we had fully acquired our national independe 
Well, what |} 
people, I would ask, have ever had the greatness | 
to decline power when offered to them? There || 











| this very moment, cast their malignant shadows 
| over our seas? 


3ecause our country is torn to 


| pieces, discordant, distracted by the war one por- 


|| the institutions of the other portion. 


tion of the Confederacy have declared against 
I have the 


| most melancholy forebodings as to the ultimate 
| consequences growing out of this sectional cru- 


|| in their conduct. 


sade. But, oh! that it may be otherwise! 

Mr. ALLISON. I feel called upon to reply, 
in a few words, to the gentleman from South 
Carolina upona single point. He alluded to the 
spirit whieh characterized and influenced the sages 
of the Revolution, and was pleased to allude toa 
distinguished man from Pennsylvania, and to the 
spirit which actuated him and others of that time 
Tallude to Dr. Franklin. Now, 


| sir, for the sake of the truth of history, and for 


the reputation of that great name, I will state what 
were the principles that controlled the action of 
that great man upon the subjectof slavery. Ido 


| this the more readily this morning because, upon 


another occasion, I have heard the position of 


| the State which I have in part the honor to rep- 


| this great question. 
Senate yesterday, to abolish slavery in the Dis- | 


resent misrepresented upon this floor in regard to 
In order that what he has 
declared to be the principles of Franklin, and 
those who acted with him, may not go forth to 
the country and create the impression that that 
man was in favor of extending this institution, I 
wish to call to the remembrance of members pres- 
ent the opinions of that man. Before we had 
acquired our national independence, there was an 


/act passed by the Legislature of Pennsylvania 


| a society incorporated b o 
|| had for its object the abolition of slavery, and 
| Dr. Franklin was its very first president. 


abolishing slavery in that State. 'There was also 


the Legislature which 


Ihave 


the honor—and I look upon it as a very great 


honor—of having in my possession a certificate 
which was held by an ancestor of mine, issued 
to him shortly after the Revolution, certifying 


| that he was a member of that honorable society 


-atthat time. It is a copper-plate engraving. 


Mr. ORR. I wish to inquire of the gentleman 
if the society to which he alludes was not a so- 
ciety for the abolition of slavery in his own State? 

Mr. ALLISON. Certainly it was, and I thank 
the gentleman for calling my attention to it, 
though I should soon have referred to that fact. 

It has been declared upon this floor that some 
of the northern States abolished slavery because 
it was their pecuniary interest to do so, without 
giving them credit for that wide-extended benev- 
olence which actuated them. In reply to such a 





E. 





statement, I say that the initiative steps for that 
object were taken in Pennsylvania in 1780, before 


January 4, 


. Z ’ nee, 
while the revolutionary war was yet in progress 
ae 


at the instance of Dr. Franklin and his coadjy. 
tors, and the same end was fully consummated }, 
the act of 1788. I take exception to the declara. 
tion of the gentleman from South Carolina that 
the influence of Dr. Franklin and those who acted 
with him was in harmony with the spirit which 
actuates some distinguished southern state 
at this time. I repel the accusation that j 
their intention to extend slavery over territory 
then free. The ordinance of 1787 and cotempo- 
raneous history goes to disprove that declaratioy 

I merely rose for the purpose of making the 
declaration that the influence, example, and teach. 
ing of Dr. Franklin were against the doctrine 
taught at the present day by those who advoeats 
the extension of slavery; and that those who 
acted with him had no purpose, no intention, no 
desire to extend that institution over territory 
then free. Their action, their purposes, their jp. 
fluence, history shows, all tended to circumserihe 
slavery to the limits within which it’ was they 
circumscribed, and not to extend and perpetuate 
it. 

Now, sir, it is said that there is a dispositionto 
make war upon the institutions of the States, 
There is not a disposition to make war upon 
those rights, which gentlemen here fear and charge 
upon us. While we declare that we are opposed 
to the institution of slavery, and irreconcilably 
opposed to its extension, we deny that we have 
any disposition to make war upon it where it 
already exists in the States. 

Mr. ORR. I desire to ask the gentleman a 
question before he takes his seat. 

The CLERK. The Clerk would suggest that 
this whole debate is out of order. 

Mr. ORR. I believe no objection has been 
made to this debate. I wish to say I do not 
understand the gentleman from Pennsylvania as 
indorsing the speech made by the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Gippines,] a few days ago, in which 
he advised the slaves of the South to rise up and 
butcher their masters. 

Mr. GIDDINGS here sought the floor. 

Mr. ALLISON, Iam responsible for what! 
say myself, and not for what may be said by 
others. I say that lam opposed to the institu- 
tion of slavery, and to its extension, but I would 
not interfere with the rights of the States. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Will the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania allow me to set the gentieman from 
South Carolina {[Mr. a right? 

Mr. ORR. I want to know whether the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania indorses the speech of 
the gentleman from Ohio? 

r. GIDDINGS. The genjleman from South 
Carolina has put words in my mouth which | 
never uttered. 

Mr. ORR. The gentleman was understood to 
use that language. I do not know how he may 
have printed his speech. The gentleman, how- 
tog: cannot provoke me into a controversy with 
1im. 

Mr. GIDDINGS here obtained the floor. 

Mr. KNIGHT. I rise to a point of order. All 
this debate is disorderly. . 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Eon sure the gentleman 
will not refuse to allow me to set myself right 
before the House on the point referred to by the 
gentleman from South Carolina. [Cries of * Cal 
the roll,’ and ‘* Hear, hear!’’] . 

The CLERK. The gentleman will proceed, if 
there is no objection? 

Mr. STEPHENS. I object. 

The CLERK. The gentlemen who have al- 
ready spoken not being oct to, the Clerk 
allowed the debate to ‘ 

Mr. STEPHENS. I object to its continuance. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. But the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gupprves] rises for 
the purpose of explanation. 

Mr. CAMPE mes of is move that my 
colleague rmitted to proceed. 

The uaatiaa was wateind the motion was 
agreed to. : 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I have no desire to detain 
this House more than one minute. I think thet 
for the last eighteen years I have, in almost every 
speech that I have addressed to this House, suf 
ficiently disavowed any intention of invading the 
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